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REPORT OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTER 10 THE 19TH CON-
GRESS OF THE PPP, Delivered by CHEDDI JAGAN, General

Secrelary.

Dear Comrades,

Our 18th Congress enunciated and endorsed the theme that
“I'o Socidllsm has passed the historical initiative. Is moral pres-
tige has grown and the world balance has shifted in its favour.”

Teday, we are more than ever convinced that events since
thenJrave confirmed this view, and that we are now expericncing
a futiher shift in the balanee of power in favour of peace, de-
mockacy and socialism. There is, both here in Guyana and in the
wider world, an even greater awareness and understanding of

{the dynamic processes of revolutionary change thal are taking

iplace.

The explanation for this shifi, 1hls awareness and this under=
sturdding 45 to be found partly in the demonstration effect of the
spectaciilar econvmiie and social progress the socialist countries con-
linue te make: it is to be found partly in mankind’s will to peace
and rejection of war as an instrumeant af change; and it is also to
be found in the emergence and exposure of the inherent eontradic-
tiong and ineapacity of capitalist society to fulfil the needs of the
peopte it has traditionally held in bondage.

Since the victory of the Great October Revolution in" 1817,
sppjalism has become imcreasingly a2 world system exercising &
new and decisive influence for progressive change. It has demon-
strated, in moral and malerial terms, its superiorily over capital-
isrn and its ability  to-hold the Imagination of people and to
inspire their dasy to day activities; it has forged bonds of hrother-
hood, mutual trugt and respect and sown ihe seeds of progress as
no ather valye-system has done in the history of the warld.

In the land of Lenin, perfecily in aceordance with the vision
of the founders of the Soviet Union, prices are stable while
incomes are rising; education and medical services are free, rent
amounts to about 5 per cent of the worker's wage, there is 1o
mmempiovment, there is security in old age and hope for the
youth £

Today more than one-fifth of all. gopds menufactured in ihe
world vomes from the Soviel Union. Industioal outpat has shown
rapid advance, bearing in mind the destruction wrought during
the war againgt fageism and the consequential distortion of the
Soviet econvemy, In 1929, oulput by the USSR and the USA wis
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of the ratio 5:100: in 1950, the ralio was 28:100 and in 1375 it was
&0:100. The Soviel Union nows ranlks first in the world:in produc-
tion of ‘sieel. We proudly hail the land of Lenin, Marxism-Lenin-
ism is imvincibie.

The Comeron countiies comprise the world's mast dynamic
econombe reglon having the highest snd most Slable growth rates.
From 1871 to 1975, indostrial preduction itcheaged by 45 per cenge
With only 8 per cent of the world’s population and 185 per cent
of itz land territory, these countries had a4 their share aboiit 34
per pént of the total world industreial ouipul 4l ihe end of 19735,

In the German DPemocpatic Republic, o lake one leading
example of the successiul construction of socialism, national in-
come increazed by 30%  between 19700 and 1975 Manulaciuring
putput rose from 152,060 million marks fn 1850 4o 235 400 ‘million
marks in 1975 GO9000 hemasng units were completed between
1970-1015.

Théze achisvements in only two of thescountries devastated
by War = the Soviet Uiion and the GDR — make nonzenss of the
allegations of warlike inlentions or preparetions by the Former,
and other countries af the Warsaw - Bact. In’ a8 world in wsich
i chave accumulated the nuclesr capacity to blow themselves
and the habitable globe to smithereens, peace is seen as an indis-
pensable pI'rr-re-_'!uis,j,tq‘f-,} the vonstruction: of socializm. Through=
out all the years of tension, the will to peace of peeple all over
the warld has shone through brighter each passing yvear, dispell-
ing- the warielonds sssiduously - bulltsup by the capitalish, wae-
profiteers, The socialist countries and communisl parties hive
alweys been in the vanruard of the quest for peace, hecanse the
vietories won for peace can only redound to the benefil of social-
j=im and the further dissemination of socialisi ideas. .

‘Hinte 1978 when the Soviet Union and the'USA  put nto
practical application the “Basic Principles of Mutual Relations.
between the USSE and the USA” by recopnising that  “in ‘e
nuclear age there is no a:t._-arna"_i".-:: to eanducting their mmtial
relations on the basis of pesceiul cosxisiencs”, the' previous \dm-
perialist poliew of puolear blackmail has Been defealed. ;

The growing economic and military strength  of the Soviet
Union has forced imperialism to reconsider its policies of eedd war
adventurism. Gone ave the days of “rolling back" communism of
1he Truman Doctrine and the  Johnson foetrine: Gone are -the
davs when imperialism  can willynilly intervene in a country
where 8 stroggle for social change is chalienging the status guo:

The process of delepte between the Soviet Union and the USA
has proceeded zpece with the committal made by the signing qf
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several new agreements which limit the pr cliferation of nuelear
weapons. Cooperation on vavious makters surh ss space explora-
tion, encrgy, medieal research and trade has been established
The Helsinki Confersnce on Peace and Securily sttended by all
the countries of Europe, the United States and Canada has zet &
permanent seal on the existence of zocialist Europe &nd has drawn
up the principles of peaceiul coexistence snd  securily in that
continent. However, at the same time, reactionary forees es-
pu;_-is,li.ty_fri_}the USA are sparing no pains to stlack the policy ol
ditentg “apnd to reverse the process of peaceful coexiztence ermn-
barkeduapon. It can be seen, thersfore, that the forces for peace
must be vigilanl, and the process of detente must be accelerated "
Hurz_i'vmur{: remaing 1o be done

- _The proposal of the Soviet Union for the simultaneous dis-
handment of N.AT.0. and the Warsaw Pacl must be acted upon.
Dhsarmament must become an atlainable goal, This is the only
away in which the enemies of peace can be given a firm rebufl
Tolitical detente must be followed by military detenie. Let us
fight to make detente irreversible.

Capitalism, on the other hand, thrives on war and the crea-
tion of tensions. In the era of giant international corporatinng and
finaneial consortiz, crises are bound to develop. However, the
pregent’ persislent orizis of capitalism is qualitatively of a some-
what different nature than in the past, even up to the immediate
nost-war years, with the emergence and spread af the mabional
liheration movements in the former colonizl dependencies, Today,
the: libsrsted territories and those still to be liberated are not
willing® for this relationship of dependency “to continue; and in
the industrialised eountries themsclves, socialists and communists
reject the continuation of plunder and exploitation. as a pre-
candition Tor national prosperity, It ig the intensity of the libera-
tion and class struggles, and the battle for men's minds, which
have brought about the gualitative change.

Bul the pre-requisites for capitalism's suevival are sull the
maximisation of profits and the expansion of spheres of influence,
which they are no longer able to salisfy with impunity, or with-
out stresses and strains in the system. One of the end-results of -
thiz situation is inflation ard permanent trisis. This deepened in
10973 and Was spared mo major capitalist country and shows Tittle
sipng of eaging.

Industrial output has fallen by an average 15 per cenf, un-
employment has soared, and irade has deciessed by T per cent
The seonomies of some countries (Britain and Italy. for instance)
ave experigncing iremendous difficuliies if not actually retrogres-
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ority"™ has been shattered; but the imperialist-backed Zionist occu-
pation of Arab lands continues and. the Palestinian people still
cannot return to their homeland.

Jsraeli militarism continues, with spasmodic raids against Pal-
estinian villages, or alleged hide-outs for PLO forces In the neigh-
bourhood of Israel. The latest has been the flagrant violation of
Ugandan territory at Entebbe Alrport and the killing of Ugandan
soldisrs.  We condemn the constant and unjustified resort {o arms
and terror by Israel, and the aggression against Uganda.

We demand thal Israel implements Besclution 242 of the Uni-

ted Nations and vacates Arab lands illegally occufied, and respects

the iuitlmau rights of the Palestinian people. .
In Lebanon, however, the siluation’seems to be deterioarting

and gives cause for concern, while American warships hover in the
Mediterranean a few miles off-shore. The civil war in Lebanon
shows clearly when people suffer continuous and prolonged dis-
erimination and denial of political rights. With the Christian and
Arab forees ranged against each other, the situation is extremely
dangerous. Its most obvious effect, aparl from the tragic loss of
civilian life and the destruetion of Beirut, the eapital, is the deep-
ening of the already sharp cleavage in the Arab camp throughout
the Middle East and North Africa, ERP

This Congress demgp&a the withdrawal of Syrian forces from
Lebanon, an immediaté cessation of hostilities, and the establish-

‘ment of free and demoeratic institutions in the country. We con-

demn the right-wing aggression against the progressive forces and
population of Lebanon.

in the Mediterranean, Turkey continues to occupy by force
the northern half of Cyprus, creating a massive refugee problem.
for the Greek Cypriots who have been uprooted from their homes.
This Congress supporis repeated UN demands for respect for the
Independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Cyprus, for
the withdrawal of all Torkish occupying forces and the return of
the refugees to their homes in safely. ’

In the Iberian peninsula, major changes have taken place-in Por-
tugal sinece the Portuguese dictator Csetano was ousted, and in
Spain gince the death of General Franco. For the people of these
couniries, so long deprived of their human rights and liberties
under these ruthless dictatorshipsg, the changes must surely seem
like & bright light at the end of a dark tunnel

In Western Furope, progressives, communists and other left
and democratic forces are gaining in strength and popular
support. We hail these developments which confirm the “swing
to the left” and the shift in the balance of power which we have
already noted.
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At the same time, we cannot ignore the fact that imperialism
will never willingly relinguish iis power and that it will continue
lo' change ii= siraiefies and taclics in its struggle to relain its
hegemony and dwindling ability to direct and control the lives
of peoples all over the world. Its arsenal of weapons range from
assassination or atiempted assassination of ‘“dangerous” or
dispensable  political leaders (e.g. Fidel Castro, Nkrumah of
Ghana/Sukarno of Indonesis, Ngo Din Diem of Soulh Vietnam,
Trujillo " of Santo Domingo and others — the list is long),
.nlli‘far:.r coups {e.g in Chile) and “destabilisalion™ =—the new
wited  for the atlempl lo overthrow legitimate governments —
and bribery and corruption,

In all these aclivities, US imperialism has been in the fore-
Wroul, ‘using its Ceniral Intelligence Ageney, which has been
honed to perfection for its varied iasks of murder, subversion
ind intervention in the intermal affairs of other countries. In the
process, attempls are made, often snccessiully, (o silence or cow
povernmenis into acquiescence, wsing varions pretexts such as
“manifest destiny” or “over-riding nativnal interesis.”

It is also necessary to.note that Baoist China has been objec-
tively aiding imperialiam in many crucial issues. In. Angola, for
Instance, Maoist] China playved a most reactionary yole, Chins
sided with US imperialism in backing the fraitor Holden Roberto
and the FNLA: it sided with the opponents of Mujibur
Rahman in the wholly justifiable breakaway from Pokistan and
the establishment of the new state of Bangladesh, and now with
the military ‘regime that murdered Mujibur; in Europe, it sides
with the NATO powers and in ils propaganda attacks the Soviet
Union’s sponsor=ship of peaccful coexistence and detente: and it
maintains diplomatic Telations with and gives aid and comfort
to the savage Pinochet regime in Chile

In Southeat Asia, the victory of the peoples of Laos, Cambo-
din and especially Vietnam afler years of brutal sggression have
finally expeiled US imperialism from this region. The historie
victory of the Vielramese people, who have now unified the north-
ern and ssulhern portions of their country, 15 a classic example
of aational determination and international solidarity., The Viet-
namese people have shown that imperialism cennot automatically
hold sway and successfully resorlt to automatic armed inlerven-
vention againsi nationsl liberation movements. The historie vic-
tory of the peoples of Indo-China now opens up the road te-con-
struction of socialism for the entire people. We hail the victory
and unification of the Vietnamese Fatherland. Not only has so-
clalism become stropnger but it has also expanded. We express
our congratulations to the heroic Vielnamese and Indo-Chinese
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In the early “70°s, the anti-imperialist popular movement took
a powerful upsurge in Latin America, once the backvard of US
imperialism. The Popular Unify Government emerged in Chile,
Peronism gained ascendancy in Argentina, Peru began to adopt
an anti-imperialist course, Panama claimed soverelgnty over the
C Papama Canal, the 0.A.8, became outspoken against US domina-
tion and the progressive movemeni gained support from wider
sections of the people. Today, despite fascist military dictator-
ghip in Chile, Uruguay. and Argentina, suppoerted by that of Bra-
#il (established by domestic and foreign monopoly capital) which

may have temporarily suppressed ihe acpirations of the peuples of %

these countries, their will iz unbroken, It is becoming cver more
phvicus that capitalism is completely incapable of solving the
economic and social problems of the ‘peoples of Latin America.
New revolutionary battles are maiuring on the entire continent,
whose peoples me looking towards Cuba, the fivet socialist country
in America, as a shining example. The collapse of the political
economic and military blockade by imperialism against Cuba indi-
cates the change that his laken place in the balance of forces.

From this Congress we say — Hands (M Cuba. From this
Clongress we declare our active and onreserved solidarily wilh the
- pommunist and all eilier anti-imperialist and democratic forces in
Latin America, We demand the immediate release of Comrade
Luis Corvalan and z2il other patriols imprisoned in the fascist don-
geons of Chile, Uroguay, Brazil and other conntries in Latin Amer-
ica. Omr greetings and solidarily go ool to our comrades in Latin
America.

“Destabilisation” is also being attempted in the English-spealks
ing ‘Caribbean. The situation in Jamaica gives cause for grave
concern.  The Manley government is under seige (or has hecfl
until the declarition recently of a state of emergency) by latal
reaction supported by US imperialism. Daily killings and ArSOn
reminiscent of the situatlion in Guyana in‘the early 8605, srere
the order of the day. The bullet is replacing the ballot. Imperial-
ism regards Lhe Caribbean and the aspiration of its pgdple with
studicd econtempt and eannol contemplate with egianimity the
Manley government even thinking of anti-imperialisthpelicy.

The capitalist states hope to solve their difficulties by plac-
ing fhe burdens of the permanent crisis on the backs of the peo-
- ples of the countries of Asia Africa, Latin America and the
Caribbean.

Imports Ly the devéloping . couniries from the industrialised
countries continues to Fise in price. In 1875, there was a decline
of neariy 135 in the purchasing power of the exports of the devil-
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oping countrids,  During that year the world's. non-pil-producing
developing couniries experienced 4 combined current account
deficil in the balance of payments of 8530 billion. The repay-
ment of lpans and Interest are also posing increasing dilficulties.

Conseguently, social and economic conditions are worsening
in the developing countries. More than 500 milliocn people live
in misery and the majority of them suffer from malnutrition. Tiit-
eracy is growing; il has incressed from 700 millisk in 1960 to 760
million in 1970, And there are 300 million unemployed and under-
employed: i

-Iieearly 1976, the Secretary General, Alistain MeIntyre, toald
the Suiimit meeting of the Caribbean Economic Community that
the/pegion was faced with “unprecedented difficulties” including
B -20% inflafion rate, the “seandatous” food importetion LIl of
%1400 million, & worsening balance of payments problem, and an
unemployment figure of 130,000, He stressed that there was the
need to ecreate 500,000 jobs for full employment by 1930, And he
lamented the shorltage of funds for the public sector and “start-
ling increases” in the consumptien expenditure.

Of the 51 billion food import bill ‘approximately $95 million
was 1he purchase of imported wheat and wheaten flour. The area
has a capacity to produce substitutes such az rice, breadfruit, potats,
cassava, ete. and even if a 0% reduction io flour imports were
made this would amount to o saving in foreign currency of aboat
20} million which would not only improve the bhalance of par-
pmenis but also provide jobs :

Far 19575 there was little 3f any overall growth in output in
the Caribhean territorizs, The volume of production of the major
agricultural crops — sugar and banapas — fell. There was also &
decling in the production of bapxite and alumins in the region as
a whole. -

Poverly in the Caribbean iz demonstrated by low nutritional
levels resulting in stunting of growth, high infant moriality and
genetal debility. :

There are mnifi:}ant doficiencies not only of calorizs, protein
and iron but also of calcium, thianCae (B1), riboflavin (B2), nia-
¢in and vitamin - A.

in one of the larger Caricom countries, 38% of Tamilies suffer
from ealorie deficiency: 30% fail to meet adequate protein require-
ment (meat and fish); 30% lack sufficient iron; and more than
50% are defirient in their intake of the B-vitamin, riboflavin.

The most vulnerable groups from a nutritional point-of-view
in protein-calorie-malnuirition are the pregnant and nursing
mothers and children under 3. ;

wor ehildren under 5, the maortality rate iz [wice that in the

)
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North Armerican countries; and for the 1-4 age group,” the mortal-
ily rate is 5 t¥mes &8 hugh.

Angemia, which s mostly due to iron deficiency, is also com.
mon among children before nge 5 and adult women, Thera can
he complizations to mpther and child because about 505 of preg.
nant wWomen are anaemic.

Stunting of growth is also evident in the age group 5-15. This
is largely due to malnuirition in early childhood, and aggravated
by shronic undernourishment in later years.

Undernourishment is the result of a disproportionaiely large
inlake of carbohydrates in the diet. The consumption of meal and
fish, which are vich In proteins, is low, largely because higher

prices pgenerally put these items out of reach of low-income .

familics. -

Aceording to a report presented lo the 10ih West Indies Aql-
cullural Economic Conference in 1975, Guyana had the lowest
consumption of meat per person in the developed Caricom coun-
tries - Guyana — 28.08 Ibs; Trinfdad — 42.42 Ibs.; Barbados —

67.25 Ibs; Jamaica 41.63 Ibs. per person for the year 1967. “This"”,

r. John Dukhia commenied, “is rather paradoxical since it was
generally argued Lhal Guyana has the polential of being the foud
basket of the Caribbean.”

E EJQNOM!G SITUATION

The lowest consumption of meat in the developed CARICOM
territories is an indicator of the general state of the Geyana econ-
omy. Other indicators sre firstly the classification of Guyana not
any longer with the Caribbean MDCs (More Developed Coun-
tries) but the LDC's (Less Developed Countries) in terms of in-
come per head of population; secondly, the rige in food imporgs'
coat, despite the severe restrictions on the importation of linfed
ment and fish, salted fish, grapes and apples, ele, from $36.8-mil-
lion in 1966 1o aboul $44.8 million in 1875,

Guyana is now reaping the terrible dividends as a resull of
the “Western model” of economic planning slralegy imposed in
the mid-1960s.

The priorities establishied by the PPP povernment were
changed from agriculture and industry o infrastructure. Very
little has been achieved by this government in industralisation;
and agriculture and drainage and irrigation have been down-
graded.

The PPP government in its Development Plan (19860-64) hacd
put 30% for drainage and irrigation as compared with an alloca-
tion of only 17% (actusl expenditure about 5%} in the PNC gov-
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ernment’s first Development Plan (1966-72)

Mo doubt beeause of our persistent eriticisms and agitation on
this paint. the Minigter of Co-operatives and Mass Mobilisation,
Hamilton Green, in January 1976, at an annual staff conference
of his Ministry declared : “We will be de-emphasising the physi-
cal puilding projects, and concentrate on the development of skills

and the potential of the people”

Lut_ as belore. priorities are given for non-agricultural
schemey’and millions of dollars are being spent for telephone ($14.6
millier}; Canje Bridge ($13 million); Demerara River bridge, sea -
defenees, road approaches to Georgetown; and for the straighten-
ingyof deviations on the main highways in Demerara.

For cxample, the expenditure in the capital (development)
budget in 1975 for agriculture (which includes not only drainage
and irrigation and land development bub also the very expensive
s defences now being done) was 18.44% as compared with 55.08
per cent in 1964; for the 1965-T3 period of PNC government, the
average was 10.38% as compared with 43.55% for the 1958-64
period of the PPP government.

There is still only talk about the Tapacuma Extension Project
and the Mahaica-Mahaicony-Abary schemes. Had the PPP gov-
ernment continued in government, these drainage and irrigation
schemes would have been completed already.

Consequently, [oods and to a lesser extent drought vegularly
cause lremendous logees to the economy and the farmers.

This is shown up in production of our basic agricultural com-
modities’ and the impoverishment of the farmers.

In 1972, sugar and rice production declined as mmpared with
the previous year by 15 and 20% respectivély (bauxite - alumina
also declined by 157:).

According to the Bank of Guyana in 1073, the “value of ex-
ports of goods and services fell further from the depressed level
of 1972 — by about 4%, despite an incresse in the average price
af exports by aboul one-twelfth.”

In 1974, the oulpul of sugar increased by 75,000 tons, nearly
28% over 1973 and rice by =ome 60,000 tong about 60% over the
1973 cutput; there was no increase in crops other than sugar and
rice; and livestock u-l.itpul decreased by aboul 2% below the 1073
level.

Hﬂ“’ﬂi’ﬂl‘. when Icmkeﬂ at over a long-term period, the situa-
tion in the sugar and rice industries, ihe main agricultural crops,
has hardly improved,

Despite the turmoil arising out of ClA-fomented and financed
“destabilisation” attempts of the 1962-64 period (80 days strike and
shipping and fuel blockade in 1963 and a 5-month strike in the

11
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- supgar industry in 1984), sugar production as can be seen-in TABLE

1 below was 1,226,289 tons in the 1061-684 period of the PEE gov-
ernment, with a yearly average of 306,371 tons, By comparison,

‘oroduction during the period 1971-74 of the PNC povernient was

1,280,962 tons, with an average annual production of 322,491 tons.
Sugar produciion increased Ly 33% in the decade 18954-64, but

increased by only 5% in the first decade of PNC rule.

TABLE 1

PP IN OFFICE

1961  — 324745 tons
1962  — 326,023
1069 e 31787 L
1964 —. 268,378

TOTAL 1226233 .

P.N.C. GOVERNMENT

18971 — 368,843 tons 125
5 1978 —ee o A14800 L0

1973 — 265,70+ -,

1974 — 340815

TOTAL 1,289,962 .,

AVERAGE ANNUAL PRODUCTION

1861 - 1064

205,871 tons

1971 - 1094
322,481 tons

In 1975, sugar production was projected at 360,000 ﬁ;nns, bk
reached only 300,350 lons.

The rice induztry has been brought to a sad state. Produc :

tion doubled between 1954 and 18964, but in the decade of PNC
rule from 1965 to 1975, there was a decline. For the firat four
vears of this decade (1871-T4) under: PNC rule with peaceful con-
ditions, it was 508,447 tons, only 92% of that (550,122 tons) of the
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comparative period a decade agoe (1961-84) when the PPP was i
affice under conditions of politically instigated turmoil.  The-aver-
age annual production in the respective 4-year periods were: PPP
— 137,531 tons; PNC — 127,112 tons. L

Indicative of the low level of production of rice is the level of
exports at 45,851 tons in 1873-74 and 73.269 tons in 1974-75 as fom-
pared with 84,787 tons in 1963-G4 and 101,424 tons in 1964-G5. As
a resull, Commonwealth Caribbean governmenizs were foreed in
1973274 to buy rice from the USA, Venesuela and eisewhere.  This
is likely to happen agsing For the Yspring” of 1976 a crop of
TO000 tons was expected, but only 48,000 tons was resped.  And
about one-third of the “sutumn’ crop i3 not. likely to be planted
ot only because of the excessive rainfall, but also because of
neglect by the central and local governments to embark on drain-
apge and irrigation schemes and internal “agricultural” roads, and
to maintain dams and trenches.

TABLE II
RICE PRODUCTION

P.P.F. IN OFFICE
1961/62 — 128,347 tons

14962/68 — 139495 ,, =
1963/64¢  — 115,349 .
1084485 — 163,920 -

TOTAL -— 530120

P.N.C. IN GOVEERNMENT

1971/72 — 118,440 tong
1972/73 — 101488, .
1973/74 — 107415
1974/75 — 181,158 _ ~

TOTAL — 508447

~

AVERAGE ANNUAL HR{IDUETIGN-

1061/62 - 1064/65
137,531 tons

1971772 - 1974575
127,112 tons
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Agricultural production is affected not only h':":E}uSE. of the
government's Wrong priorities and neglect. 'Ilhn::re_ ie glzo. the
guestion of wage-price policies and relations with the }:u\n:-ducersh

Wage rates are lowest in the apgricultural sector. The hn-.ﬂ-a
1y rate for an adult unskilled male worker is $}.4E ifn the h_auxl-.e
mndustry, 30,688 in the public sector, and §0.626 in the sugar indus-

try. Whal is more, the majority of sugar workers work on a job- .

rate Hasis, : _
Bice farmers receive about hall the price thal ihe Guyana

Rice Board (GRB) secnres in the export market. In 1879, the GRE
inereased it revenue by $3f million but the 1'i4:n:= farmers rer.:&wea:‘I
a pittance as an increase, they are alsa eheated in ihe grades they
lm]';::::mﬁﬂ!\ﬂﬂ of rice and other fariners in ithe face of escalati.lm:
costs of production suffer almaost annually losses with no crop in-
surance schemes or compensation arrangements.  And credit to
3-ie re is restricted, -
%;:I;Tnlginant Banlk disbursed over the pasl 2-years pe_rmd 01?.11? 213
million in lnans. And so lopsided is the gr:-vernrlnent's l::rr.'dl} :ml
icv that the mpmbers of registered tractors declined from ;;H.L_ in
1664 4o 120 in 1975, while the number of motor cars nearly doubled

in 1964 to 1315 in 1975 :
fmn;j:agr workers for vears could not gef. lhe.uni::nr.r of lht}:r
choice recognized for the purpose of r‘ullen_:tnre b_ca;rmrung. Ci::- ¥
after {heir militaney resulted in two crippling strikes in 1%35 'I.]-']E]:l
q loss to ibe economy of $100 million in foreign exchange and $30

millien in government revenue, Was a poll taken which led Lo th.e:
recognition of the Goyana Agricultural alfd General Workers
e

; r’}fel rlee farmers organisstion, the Guyana Rice Froducers’ Aa_s-
sociation, has been removed from the Guyana Rice B_aard, anr]lls
not recognised. In its place are hand-picked Rice Au:'t:r_m Commit-
tees, Similarly, other fsrmers orgenisation are propped uplby the
regime in place of the genuine farmers’ organisations _hke the
Guyana Cane Farmers’ Asspeiotion and the Guyana Agriculinral
Producers’ Association.

The ather main productive sector of the cconomy, bauxite /
aluming production fell by 15 per cent in 1972 as comparad with
1871, In 1873, the value of exports increased by about %3 million
or ¢ per cent, but there was a fall in the output of dried bauxite
of about 18 per cent. Mining and gquarrying other than bauxite-
aiumina products increaszed by only 2%, and manufacuring other
than sugar and rice milling, by about 4 per cent.

From January to August 1975, export guantities of bauxite-
alumina fell on average by nearly a twellth and dried bauxite by
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15 per cent,

According to the Bank of Guyana Beport for 1874 “Real
growth of production has recovered from the depressed levels
of 1972 and 1973 and averaged about 4% over the last five years.”

For a couniry like Goyana with immense naiural resources—
minerals, water, timber, land and idle manpower — a real grawth
rate of only 4 per cent is an indictment of the PNC's economic
planning strategy and policies. Down with reformism !

Whiit, saved the economy {rom collapse were high prices for
main products, bauxite-aluminag, rice and particularly supgar,

There was &n unprecedented and unexpected increase in the
export price of sugar from which the Government collecteed
through a levy the sum of 3131 million in 1974 (without which
there would have been a deficit of $52 million, equivalent to 20
per cent of the current budget expenditore) and about $230 mil-
lion in 1975, The price of sugar has now declined sharply in the
face of increased costs of production, estimated by the Caribbean
sugar producers o be in the vicinity of 30% ..

Commenting on the high level of prices in 1974 and 1975, the
Bank of Guyana Report for 1975 stated : “While guantum growth
in 1574 rezulted from both high output and better prices, the 1975
expansion has derived entirely from & further improvement in the
terms of trade of almost two-fifths!"

Virtually admilting the precarious state of our economy, the Min-

ister of Finance in his budget speech for 1976 declared:
Internationgl inflation as it affects developing eountries
like Guyana is not expected to show marked reduction;
in fact the lrend may even be intensified, reflecting itself
in higher import prices. These trends — high develop-
ment expenditure, rising import prices and not too signi-
ficant gains in export prices — if they materialize could
seriously affeet or even reverse our balanee of payments
position, and swing the terms of irade agaimst this coun-
Loy,

Anpther serious defect in the ecomomic structure is the very
high proportion of the labour force emploved in the service sector.
Employment proportions arce : services, including Government —
two-fifths; Agriculture — one-third: and Industey including min-
ing and construction — one-guarter.

The Government Servicez has grown fantastically, with the
personal emoluments for the buresucracy costing $130.8 million
in 1976 as compared with 327 million in 1964, Owver the 1069-73
period, the outpul of government services rose from 13% of the
GDF to 20%, while that of agriculiure and industry declined from
B0 to 53%.
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The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is therefore not a true
indicator of the nation's economic viability.This was why a former
government  economiec - adviser had staled that we  had  growth
without development,

The large services sector and huge bureaucracy with a pro-
pensity to consume’ imported goods coniributed to total imports
increasing from $367 million in 1974 to nearly $780 million for
1975, an increase by 38%.

High imports, and relatively low level of exports have caused
almost every year a trade and current account deficit and a de-
crease in our foreign reserves. Only extraordinary high prices

in 1975 caused a trade surplus of some $25 million on the Cur-. .

rent Account of the Balance of Payments

“Conseguently,” said the Minister of Finance, no doubf In anti-
cipation of the fall in the price of sugar in 1976, “unless export
prices improve very significantly it i expected that the couniry's
external aceount after net capital inflows are taken into account
would record an over-zil external paymenls gap.”

What the PNC regime has been doing is to prop up the ailing
economy with its massive injections of foreign loans and Huge
internal taxation.

The national debt has increased from $128 million in 10684 to
£823 million (estimated) at the end of 1875 (this does not Include
debt of $102 million for compensation for the properties of Booker
Bros, McConnell and Co. nationalised in May 1976).

And the servicing of this debt iz becoming a burden on the
people. Debt charges have jumped from $10.56 million in 1964 to
$100.8 million in 1976; from an equivalent of 15% of revenue in
1984 to 28% in 1976.

To meet the paymenis for the national debt, the huge admin-
istrative and police-military bureaucratic apparatus, the para-
military national service, exorbitant super-scale salaries and allpw=
ances and extrgvagance in public spending, tremendous buredsas
have been placed on 1the backs of the working people.

Income tax increased from 522417000 in 1064 1o $104.425.000
in 1975 (estimated), an increase of 366%.

Import duty, excise duty and other forms of revenfe amount-
ed to $40.356,000 in [964; they were estimated at $351:825.000 in
1975, This is equivalent to an increase of 772% : when passed
on to the consumers, it represents heavy indirect taxation.

The Prime Minister in the Preface to the $300 million Devel-
opment Programme (1986-72) had stated : “We aim at building
a vigorous economic democracy which s not a copy of either East-
ern communism or Western capitalism . ., . within seven years,
we sha]].be able to reduce unemployment, inerease our national
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economy of Guyana on a firm basis.”

Brave words ! Bul the hodge-podge reformism has failed to
produce tangible results. The first programme collapsed prema-
tarziy, and the second ene (1972-76) with its objective to “feed,
clothe and house the nation by 1976” was still-born. According
to Robert Nathan Associales a US consultant, that objective
woult: aot oe achieved by 1976, but pessibly by 1981 ! The gow.
ernment could have saved the taxpayers the experse of ihe sum
of over $400,000 paid to the firm; we had said the same thing lung
before.

fo his 1976 budget speech, the Minister of Finance declared
thal~“a policy of trade diversification would be pursued with
wigour, parlicularly with socialist states, in order lo ep=ire that
imporis are bought at besl prices available, and more of our ex-
‘port commodities are sold at reasonable prices.”

But gtill there are restrictions on imports of goods from the
socialist stales with service and other discriminatory charges.

So far, despite the stance of non-alignment since 1870, Guy-
ana’s trade is with the capitalist world, from which over 90% of
our imports originate,

The only shift which has taken place is increased imports of
goods ' from the Carlcom area, from $20416,000 in 1968 (o
150,001,000 in 1075,

But (his is largely goods which are produced mainly by 1S
corpanies operating in the Caribbean. In most cases, they are,
apart from petroleum products, goods which are packaged, Hinned-
or bottled from bulk supplies shipped from the USA. CARICOM
thus undermines our industrial development, In 1974~ manufac-
turing apart from rice and sugar milling, inereased by only 4%.
Thus, Guyanese are deprived of jobs and higher living standards,

The Guyana government-in October 1973 followed the lead of
ihe Barbados government in severing links with the pound Ster-
ling But while Barbados established a rate of US$1—BS$2, Guy-
ana fixed a rate of USS1 _ G32.55.

During the past ten vears the Cuyana dollar {currency) had
been devalued systematically to the deiriment of the Guyahese
working class. Devaluation in 1967 and 1971 led to the working

“class having 1o pay more for imported goods while the capitalist
class as a whole pocketed about 310 million per Year in excess
profils. The suggestion by the PPP for the imposition of a special
tax on the capitalist class to recover the 510 million for subsidisa-
tion of essential goods was not entertained by the PNC gover-
ment.

In December 1971, after the USA devalued ils dollar, the PNC
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government devalued by 8% ihe Guwvana dollar willh respect 1o
the pound Sterling.  Consequently, the pound Sterling jumped in
value from GS4ED to GHIL- Az a requli the GUyEneis consumers
paid about 215 million more in 1972 for an eguivelent amoynt of
goeo: tmporled the previous yesr.

The devaluation in 1871 was intended to help the lagging ex-
port of the USA. At that time, the Guyana dollar was fixed =t
the rate of G$2 for TISSL: now, when exports have =hifted rela-
tively from the UK to the UI5A, the povernmient has fixed the
rate at G255 for US §1. Coe dollar-is now devalued alse even
with resvect to the currencies of the CARICOM eountries — Hap-
badas, Jamaica, Trinidad. This will mean dearer imporis [rom
these: territories.

The FMNC government claimed that its monetary decisions
were based on “the balance of econcmic sdvantage” fo Guyana.
But the faet is that so long as Guyana i= tied 1o the trading snd
monetary policies of the world capitalist system, -which iz in a
©ogtate of permanent erigis the Guvanese wor h1rg clasa will suffer
while state-moncpoly capitalism will reap the harvest.

Extravagance in public spending has hecoming endemic. Ad-
ministration cosls increased from $16,511,000 in 1963 {o 3833651000,
equivalent to 407% increase. But expenditure for economic de-
velopment in the current estimates incredsed from $4.564,000 In
1964 1o S1L,006,009, rquivalent te 20745 increase. For the 10th Anni-
versary Independence celebrations, 3 miliion was spent.  Tneiod-
ed in that was an expease for 500,000 ballogns with the effigy of
the prime minisler. Guyena does not need {o inflata the ego of
the Frime Minister. What il needs is Lo raise living standards.

DETERIORATION OF LIVING CONDITIONS
The Cost of Living

A frequent propaganda ploy of government spokesmen in that
the rise in the cost of living is not blameable on the government:
that it is due to exiernal forces cver which it has no control § Ahe
inflationary spiral associated with the cil or “snergy” crisis.

But as has been shown, soaring prices and perpetugl short-
ages dare the end result of the poverniment’s faulty economic plan-
ning strategy, fizcal, monetary, trade and foreign policies, and an
extravagant life sivle that left much 1o be desived.

A big contributory factor wes the significant shift in trade
with the countries of the Caribbean Common Merket to which
Guyana was hitched as 2 vesull of imperialist pressure in 1083,
Under the Caribbein Pree Trade Avea and the Caribbean Com-
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tnon’ Market, Guysna pays highar than world prlces for Cavib-
hean manufactured goods end fdel (the relail price for Gasolurie
from Trinidad, produced  mainly by Tex:al:_:-:n, increased  bolaeon
November 1979 and March 1974 was 147% as compared with 285
in the USA); and Guysna gets less than world orices for itz ex.
ports of cice,

During the period of the second and third lerms of office of
the PPP sovernment {1957 to December 1964, prices were stable,
esgeniial goeds were avzilable in abundance, and the cost of liv:

Ing rose only by 11 index points in the 7-year peripd.  We shall
continue to take credit for the fact that, at a time when we were

still a colony of Hrilgin fand when the Britich Governor still ex-
ereised reserved powers) we were able to keep the cost of living
loan average annual rise of less than 1L6%.

By contrast, under the PNC, the cost of living rose 416 points
during the 9-yeor period from 1065 to 197846 poimts per yoss

- -In 1872, the rate of increase in price (5.27% ) was more than twme

the annual average inercase (23%) for the 1l-vear period —
1061-1971. In the fivst 8 months of 1973, well before the brief
Arab-lsraeli war, the commencement of the oil sgueeze and the
so-called “energy crisis’’ the increase was three times the 1960-71
average increase

In 1974, the domesiic inflation was 20 per cent. In the l-yem-_

period, February 15, 1955 to February 13, 1976, the cost of living
increased by 9.7 points; in the same period, the food, beverage and
tobacco ilems increased 158 points, and clothing 6.6 points,

But despite the increase in the domestic inflation rate, the
government has refused to grant an automatic cost of living in-
crease.  We must put up a strong fight to see that this iz impie-
meriied,

Wages have been wirtually frozen snd have not kept poce
with the sharp incresse in taxation snd the steep rise in the cost
of living. Whereas indirect taxation — import duty, exeize and
other forms of revenue other than income tax — which falls heavi-

egl om the poor increased by Y72% between 1084 ang 1875, WHEEE

for the lowest paid unskilled worker increased from 404 per day
in 1864 to B6.26 per day in 1874-76, an increase eouivalent to 559,

The minimum wage has not even kept pace with increased

productivity.  Using 1660 2z the baze vear al index figure of 100,

real wages inercased in 1974 to 106 productivily to 124

The government likes 1o refer to its generosity in providing
subzidies on essential commodities totalling 236.8 mtllmn in 1575
and an estimated 539 million in 1976

But what is not mentioned iz a consUmp: ion tax which brougit
in-$3 million to the government coffers in 1870, increased to $41

19



THUNDER JULY — SEPT, 1976

million to 1975 and is estimated to bring in 544 millipn in 1975
The National Development Surtax netled $6.5 million in 1075 this
year it is estimated at $7.5 million. The sugar levy yielded $i31
milion in 1974 and about 2250 million in 1975, Consumers pay
neaily 80c. & g:hI-:m on Consumption Tax on gazolene, which s
more than the priee plus tax in September 1973, just before the
*[uel erisis”. This in turn has had its effect cn local food produc-
tion, betsuse farmers have to pay mere for fuel to travel to their
farms in boats and fractors and in conveying produce ocut.  Local
food prices have also rizen becouse of the increased charges in
drainage and irvigation rates, and in fransport faves.  Electricity
charges heve gone up astronomically and several devaluations of
the Guyana dollar have sent up further the cost of consumer goods.
A 5% External Trade Pureau Service Charge is also passed on 1o
the consumer.

As a resull of the sleep increase in expenditure for the pay-
ment of debts and saiaties and allowances of personnel in the
state apparatus, the pereentage of the buodgel zllocated fo social
services and the people’s welfare have declined by B to 109 per
vear recently Conseguently, there has been marked deteriora-
tion in education, health, housing and other socizl amenities,

Education

The Minister of Fduration in 1974 sdritted that “three-guart-
ers of the children coming out of primary schools could not read
properly.”

Not many Guyanese were surprised to learn this, for palen‘ts
who take an interest in what is happening are aware of the ovet-
crowded, under-staffed, and generally unedifying condition of the
schools their children attend.:

Part of the pioblerm is poverty. Many parents cannot aﬂord
1o buy books, clothing and food for their children.  Consequently,
larfe numbers of children are now inereasingly found begging or
Tiwwking pencils and other cheap consumer goods in the streets

The decision of the: government to provide free school books
to all children from tie preparatory class upwards from Sepfom-
ber 1995 15 therefove mozt welcome.

Unfortunately through massive administrative bungling, there
were hardly any books for the year 1975-T6. The government had
neither imported a sufficient gquantily nor given import license.
to the hooksellers, :

Mot only are the majority of children leaving school unable
to real properly. A high proportion also cannot write legibly and
are oven ignorant of the basic mathematical prineiples. This is
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traceable in part io the fact that the standard of the tem:hmg p.m_-l
sonnel has declined. During the 18{3-Y91 school year, 65.5% of
teachers were untrained. There is great need for more qua.]j_fjuﬂ
personnel, and for the discontinuation of the Imposilion of PNC
misfils, some without the minimum gqualifications, on some schools
as interim teachers, and of discrimination against other I:ne-t.ter
qlmlme-d teachers. -

Thg need for more trained teachers is apparcnt when we' COn-
sider dhat the pre-scrvice treining college st Turkeyen and the in-
Service centres at (Georgetown, New Amsterdam and Linden pro-
duee less than 300 trained teachers annually.

The ratio of trained teachers to students is:

Primary  Schools — 1 to 81 students
Secondary Schools - 1 to 62 students

There should never have been the need for the Minister of
Education to seck to recruit 200 teachers in the UK, as has recent-
Iy happened. Instead of cuiting down from three to one the num-
ber of Teacher Training Colleges the PP had established, the FNC
government should have buill on this foundation.

There iz, as already nuentioned, severe overcrowding or shorf-
age of school places :

45,000 children are nol able to go lo primary schﬂols
54,000 primary schopl leavers cannot obiain free second-
ary cducation

80% of applicants failed to gain admission to the Guyana
Technical Institule; in 1872, 600 applied but only 10 were
enrolled; in 1976, there were 8,000 applicants, but only 80
were enrolled and 30 graduated

Only 1 out of every 17 pupils attending primary schools
iz able to get secondary education.

Apart from the need for more training cenires in different
parts of Guyana, there iz urgent need for the implementation of a
rapid school-building programme, and the dropping of the age of
entry to § years. The implementation of this suggestion plus the
remedying of all other ills — time-wasting, vesulting from chil-
dren Being forced to attend PNC junksts, truancy, poor and ex-
pensive transportation, discrimination — will go a leng way to
reducing the number of school leavers unable to express them-
selves praperly. ;

Discrimination must be ended not only at the level of prim-
ary feachers, bul also al the top level. Everyone is aware of the
case of Dr. Walter Rodney, a Guyanese Professor of History in Ja-
maica and Tanzaniz a few years ago, who had applied and been
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approved for appointment to a post at the University of Guyana

by the Appointments Committee of the Academic Board. How-
over, the PNC-dominated Board of Governors quashed the appoint-
ment and despite considerable pressure, Dr. Rodney, who is emin-
ently qualified, cannot get a job in his field in his own country.
Earlier, Mchamed Inganally and others also had their services dis-
pensed with by the simple expedient of the University not renew-
ing their contracts. Guyana cannot afford the loss of such highly-
skilled Guyanese. This vicious practice must come to an end. -

We also need teachers with a socialist orientation. At this

stage of development, the content of education [rom F:illzderga_rtm :
to university is of vital importance. To achieve a socialist sociely,

gocialism, not co-operative but scientific, must be taught in achools,
Ideological orientation must begin with the very young, and must
continue uninterrupledly, graduated to the age- group being
taught.
Every child leaving school or university must have a grasp
of what socialism is and what it involves.

Comrades, let o8 make sure that there are socialists to carry

on the fight to final victory !
Socialism cannot be built vfithnut soclalists !

In additien to "EDUCATION YEAR”, this is also “HEALTH
YEAR". Eut no pne would think so from the small partion (5.3% )

of the 1976 Budget allocated for health.
Recent reporis by Medical Officers of Healih of the children's

 ward of the Georgetown Public Hospital and the Georgetown City

Council disclose the existence of grave malnutrition through lack
of sufficient protein, minerals and vitaming in the diet.

D, Clive Thomas, in his 1073 Preliminary Report to the ']‘rnirign
Union Congress on INFLATION, SHORTAGES AND THE WORK-
ING-CLASS INTERESTS IN GUYANA, indicated the low levels of
production and intake of major meat and dairy products. _He said
that “caleulations usging the gov't estimates show that beel produc-
tion represents an average of 12 lbs per head per vear(for the en-
tire population, ie, a consumption level of 3-4 ozs. per person per
week. Pork production represents a consumption level of about
one and a half ozs. per pérson per week, Poultry production rep-
regents a consumption level of sbout 3 o028 per person per weel,
Millt praoduction represents a consumption of only four-fifths of
one pint per person per week and eggs about 35 per person per
year. Even when tlotalled together the production of all types of
maat was equal to only 43 1bs. per person per year or only 13 ozs

per person per week."”
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This is a far cry from the PNC boasts before it was hoisted
into power. Where is the free . milk and cassava? What has
hapgened to all the boasts about “no one will go to bed hurngty
under the PNC " ) Rk

While conditions have been created which predispose lo mal-
nuirition and disease, medical care is becoming out of reach for
the average Guysnese. The major health institution. the George-
town Public Hospital, is obsolete and ill-equipped.  Since 1864, the
regime” had programmed for- a new hospital. During the 1973
clection campaign, a model of it wes displayed at Willlam Fogarty

Ltd.. but it has not been built. Was that intended only as an

election gimmick 3 The hospital is alse understaffed. There are
shortages of beds with two patients in one small bed a com-
mon practice. There is a” perpetual shortage of drugs. Poor
patients have o queue up for long hours at the Dispensary, only
to be told in a majority of eases thal the drugs prescribed are not
available

There are not enough medical personnel—health visitors, dis-
pensers, mid-wives, doctors—in the rural and partienlarly the
riverain and interior, parts of the eountry, Health Centres in places
like the Berbice River area are closed [or lack of trained personnel.

The government has said that it will set up a military college.
Clearly it's prioritics are misplaced. The need of the hour is a
maedical college.

Cnly & week ago, we read in the “Mirror” of the sad case rela-
led by a comrade [rom the West Bank, Demerara whose wife deliv-
ed her child at the home of a friend, where she had been taken
witlr the hope of gelting medical attenlion or transpoeriation to the
Georgetown Hospital. Such situations should not cceur in any
civilized society.

The PNC claims that it has cstablished a socialist govern-
ment. But we are atill far away from socislised medicine. We nood
to get our priorities right. Unless there is a cut-back on extrava-
gance and ingrained habits of seeking to “keep up with the Jones"
the care of the sick and mothers- to - be will always take second
place.

Comrades, Lhis is a disgraceful situation. There must be an end
to two mothers-to-be ir a bed! The PPP savs: mors*Beds for our
mothers, not Burnham's face on balloons, costing $127.5001!
HOLSING: '

LUnder the 1973-768 Developmenl Programme, the nation was to
have been fed, clothed and housed by 1876,

As for “leeding”, during the two lerms of the PPP government

-(1957-64), loeal foods were plentiful and cheap. Every fear there

were gluts of planiains, cassava and other root crops. Now foods
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are scarce and expensive, Rool crops which used to sell for 2 to
% pents per pound in our time now sell for 20 to 75 cents per pound.

‘The construction of the textile mill which was to have clothed
us by the end of thiz vear has not yet begun. And cotlon production
would probably collapse witheut unpaid lghour through national
service. 3 _
" But it is in the area of housing that there has been the great--
ast failure, Under the programmed announced, 65,000 houses ancd
dwelling units were to have been erecied in the period as follows:
16072 — 5.000: 1973 — B8.,000; 1874 — 13,000; 1975 — 17,000; 1976 —

23000,

Cwver a - i5E
nounceed that the plan was “two ambitiogs" Indead, we had said

in 1973 that the whole thing was an underhand election manoeu-
vre. Further, he said that the figure would ke revised to 3,500 a

year.

But what are the results?
Official fignres now disclose that the number of houses and

dwelling units built were as follows: 19%2—1.061; 19?3—1.'123: 1974
—1,037; 1975 (first 3 guarters—941;) At this rate, il Is unlikely that
6,000 will be built by the end of 1976—far cry from the ﬁﬁ,l]l]ﬂ..

The fact iz that despite the ballyhoo, little attention is being
given to honsing, especially for the low-income groups. Only 7.7
millinn was allocated in the 1976 budget, equivalent to 1.1 per cent.

The working-class suffers most from ihe acute houzing short-
age. Before the 1072-76 targets of 65,000 housing units was =set,
there had already been a backlog of 44,000 houses at the end of
1971. The situation in Georgetown is further aggravated by the
trek of about 25,000 per vear from the countryside.

The housing problems of the workers, who have 1o pay about
one- third or more of their wages for reni, have become comm-

pounded becausz of the government’s failure to build houses for

rental, Further, because of low wages and high costs of houses and
thus inability to pay future instalments, generally unskilled work-
srs are excluded from the government’z self-help housing pro-

gramiume,
UNEMPLOYMENT, CRIME AND PROSTITUTION:

The gpemployment and underemployment rate remains high
at around 25 per cent. It is higher among the yvouth.

Every year, some 11,000 school leavers, including students from
the commercial and business schools, the Government Technical
Institute and the University of Guyana are thrown on to the labour
market, acutely worsening an already bad unemployment situation.
The recent claims that 10,000 have found jobs each year is ficli-
tious. And there i no provision for unemployment relief under
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“the National Insurance Scheme, i

Inereases in Old Age Pensions from $12 to $15 per month re-
main pitifully small, whereas the increases in the salavies and
‘allowvances of the clite have been scandalously high.

There has been what amounts to a8 mass exodus of Guyanecse
seeking permgnent residence overseas. Writing in the “Bunday
Chronicle” on July 4, 1976, Dr, Fred Scokdeo stated:

"1"1:1& increase in net migration of Guyanese to foreign coun-
tries is a loss of valuable human resources to the country,
In 1960, net migration was represenied by 3,108 persons
which increased to 8,301 persons in 1970 and then averaged
8,000 between 1971 and 1975 . . . %

Emigration of skilled and professional Guyanese is'a loss
of valuable human resources. In 1970, a total of 296 pro-
fessional and technical permanent emigrants left Guyana.
There were also 448 persons in the administrative, man-
agement and clerical category who left the country, It is
estimated that more Guyanese with university qualifica-
Lions leave the country than are graduated from the
University of Guyana.

There is also a loss of trained apprentices. Among the 226
perzons who were trained by Bookers at Port Mourant
between 1857-84 about half left for foreign countries. Fur-
thermore, between 1968-T2 from 1,147 students admitted 1o
be trained as professional nurses only 267 graduated. Be-
iween 1068 and 1972, while 267 nurses were graduated, 323
left the country.

. The brain drain phenomenon of gualified and skilled Guy-
anese subverts the socialist development of the country,
Tens of millions of dollars are spent annually for the edu-
cation of these immigrants who emigrate to create wealth
in foreign countries.

What Dr. Sookdeo failed to mention was that a very large per-
centage left because of discrimination. Others left because the life-
style of the ruling elite has failed o inspird them,

Prostitution and the crime rate have increased. The number of

crimes of all types recorded in 1967 was 113,583 in 1973 it was

124,207 and is on the intrease. The total in the seven-year period
was 814, 103—aboutl 1 crime per person in the country! This takes
no account of the thousands that are not recorded: for instanca,
choke-and-rob attacks, the Guyanese “specialty”, are everyday
occurances in  Georgetown—so much so that wiclims scarcely
bother o report them.

In the face of the alarming situation, insult is added to injury
by the eviden! extravagance of the ruling elite, and the large
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amsant of about S8 million or 15 per cent of the budget devoted
Lo security primarily [or maintaining the elite in power. Our nation
can be better secured ai far 1éss eost by a real mational people’s
militia, which the regime is drage ng its feet {o esiablish,

The situation is grave. This Conprese will be asked to approve
a Programnie dind to pass 8 number of Resolutions designed to sct
right the distressiial state of affaics.

POLITICAL SITUATION

Deterioration of living conditions and fatlure to realise pro-
mizes and slogans made from time to ime—"iree milk and cas-
gava™, not-a soul would go to bed hungry™ (1961-1064), “'the
emall man will become the real man™ under co-operalive socialism
1Ry “ieed, clothe and house the nation by 1976" under the 1973-
1976 $1,160 million development plan which had been brought-for
the eleclion in 1973 ans sot aside in 1974 —led (o grave dissatisfac-
tion #and an ageravation of the situation at the industrial, politi-
cal und ideclogical levels i

(i the industrial {ront; the struggle intensified. In 1974, there
were 5TL000 more man-days Iost on account of strikes than in
1973, And in 1995, because of imported inflation and high taxation,
the number of man days lost considerably inereased.

It the 1994 budget, the government imposed a record-breaking

210 million - taxation, and in mid-1974, a sugar levy which was eX-

pected to yield 530 million in that yvear butl in fact yvielded $131
million, and about $250 million in 1856,

The levy was far irn excess of ithat exacted by West Indian
governments, It not only robbed the workers of their fair share of
profits under the profit-sharing scheme established since 1988,
it also provided the sugar bosses with an excusze fo pay the sugar
workers less than half the wages and =salaries sugar workers in the
English-gpeaking Caribbean terrvilories were earning.

The sugar workers striuggled magmficently in & T-weeks sirike
in the “spring” crop and a G-week strike in the “autumn® crop of
1875, They made tremendous sacrifices, and in the end gained a
partial, but none-the-less important, victory, The povernment was
forced as a result of loss to the economy of nearly $150 millieg in
forelpn exchange and 350 million in revenue, to set up machinery
for a poll, a measure which it had conzistently refused to do in the

ast.
g In the poll, the militant workers voted overwhelmingly for the
Guyana Agricullural and General Workers' Union (GAWU) giving
it 85 per cenl of the voles cast.

The poll, at which 83 per cent of the workerz turned out to vote,
demonstrated two facts: firstly, that GAWU had the confidence of
the majorifty of sugar workers, as it had always elaimed: secondly,
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the PNC elaim that it had made inroads into PPP. sirongholds
was spurivus—a claim based on the 71 per cent votes whieh it took
at the 1973 general elections with the help of the army,

MNow that sugar workers have won :'eu‘mnitinu. for the union of
their choice, they must tontinue the struggle for improved wages
and working and living conditions, We wish to gssure all workers:
have no fear, the PPFP will always be behind sou!

_ At the Guyana Bauxite Company, the most important develop-
ment of nationalisation was the replacement of the expatriate Can-
adian and American managerial group by a PNC elite.

As a result of the growing confronfation between the elitist
management and the workers, the number of man-hourz lost by
gtrikes increased from 21,602 in 1972 {o 34,348 in 1974; the rebel
workers movement which had been suppressed in 1971 with foree
—.tear-gassing of workers on girike on May Day and the arrest of
26 of the strike leaders—erupted again in 1975, To defeat the
rebels at union elections, resort was made to harassment, intimida-
tion, rigging and fraud. And the government was forced to set up a
Commission of Inguiry.

Other categories of workers—timber, waterfront, office, gowv-
erniment—alse erushed under the burden of escalating prices, in-
creased transportation cosiz, and the government’s refuzal to make
automatic wage readjustments to cope with the incressed cost of
living, have become more and more vocilerous. They have been
giving expression to their dissgtisfaction by unauthorized strikes,
go-slows and other means. They call for the implementation of
promises and pledges, The President of the Clerical and Commer-
cial Workers' Union, Gordon Todd, addressing the Union’s Twelith
Annual Delegates Conference on August 12, 1974, stated: “We
continue to support the objectives as set oot by the Exiernal Trade
Bureau (ETBE), but I am not convinced that the Burean has been
able to achieve its objectives.”

The Secretary of the Federation of Unions of Government
Employees noted recently- that his union was concerned abount
“price rises, reduced purchasing power of the dollar and unem-
ployment,” and the Federation has called for 3 minimum wage of
10 per day for nnskilled workers.

The farmers continually sulfer from loss of crops due to
floods and the government's unsympathetic  atlitude generally
Very little i3 being done for this category of hard-pressed Guyan-
ese working people. Farmers are not allowed to voiee their dis-
content by peaceful demonstrations. Their truly representative or-
ganisations arve being by-passed. Unrepresentative and bureaucra-
tically-run bodies, affiliated to or associated with the ruling party,
have been recognised. They squander the farmers' money, and
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build up a system of patronage. And coercive methods are emploved
to force the farmers to join and support them. :

ldeological strupgle also raised the political consciousness of
the massez. We had consistently attacked the pro-imperialist and
reformist “Western models” of economic planning, and construc-

- tively pointed out the slternative way forward, We condemned
the anti-Marxisi, anti-Communizst position of the PRC. and the
reactionary and utopian ideas of “democratic socialism” snd *eo-
operative socialiam,” and counierposed scientific socialism,

Failure on the part of the government to satisfy the people's

bagic needz and io realize their aspirations increaezd their awar- |,
ness of the necessity for revolutionary change, and their confi-:

dence in our Party.

A new development at the political lewvel ‘had an impact on the
gituation. In late 1874, our Pariy established relations with tho
Working People's Alliance (WPA) which had been constituted by

four small groups—HRatoon, Association for Cultural Relations with-

Independent Alvica (ASCRIA); Indian Political Revolutionary As-
sociates (IFRA); and Working People’s’ Vanguard Party (WPVFE).
Up to the July 1973 general elections these groups had a hostile
attitude to our Farty deeming it revizionizt and non-revolutionary,
In early 1975, the PPP and the WPA jointly issued a statement on
the PNC's announcement of impending constitutional changes.

Previously in 1070, BEusi Kwayana of ASCRIA had brolken
away from the PNC and had brought two ministers before the
Ombudsman on charges of corruption. Later in 1972, IPRA was
formed on the basis that Indians needed a revolutionary organiza-
tion. Starting from the false ‘premisze that the PPP and the PNC
were the same, non-revolulionary and reactionary  racial blocs,
ASCRIA and IPRA declared that they would work in close co-
operation but separately at the beginning to forge later a revolu-
tionary albance of Indien and Afrvicans—IPRA working among the
Indians and ASCRIA among the Africans. This objective was not
realised particularly in =o far as the PPP supporters were con-
cerned. : ' !

Three other factors caused an abandonment of that political
position. Firstly, lacking mass support, the Ratoon Group despite
its revolutionary utterances, could not fake any positive. action
after the attempted assassination of Dr. Joshua Ramsammy. Up lo
that time, they were still attacking, and isolating themselves from
the PPP, the only organisation apart from the PNC with a mass
following.

Secondly, disillusionment with Maoist China, All these groups
had more or less a Maoist orienlalion and were perturbed about
Chile's Milsome praise of the PNC government when it did not
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have an anti-imperialist position,

Thirdly, the refusal by the Board of Governors of the Univer-
sity of Guyana to confirm the appointment of Dr. Walter Rodney,
a5 head of the History Department. Thizs led fo an invitation by
ASCRIA fo the PPP o take part in joint protest meetings (pre-
viousiy ASCRIA and PPP had engaged in sguatting on Booker's
land for houselots). Attempts were made by the PNC to break up
these meetings which attracted huge crowds, reminiscent of 1953

No doubt. the PNC saw this new development as having the
potential for the creafion of a broad united front linking together
nol only the different ethnié groups, but also the workers, farm-
ars anil intelligentsia.

‘At the same time, contradictions deepened within the PNC
péﬁ}r-hmn‘genls and radieal-intelligentzia leadership, &nd also be-
fwoeen the leadership and its working class members and followers.

Objective conditions and subjective factors thus forced the
regime in an anti-impevialist direction—nationalisaton; progres-
give role’in the non-aligned movement; irade and diplomatic rela-
tions with the socialist countries; participation in the Latin Ameri-
can cooperation organisation’ (SELA); bresk of diplomatic refa-
fions with Isracl.

In conzideration of these moves and in anticipation of “destabl-
lisalion” attempts, attacks and even counter-revolutionary inter-
vention by the reactionary forces, onr Party ai its 25th Anniver-
sary Conference in August 1975 enunciated a change from our post-
1973 general election political line of “non-cooperation and elvil
resistance” o “critical support”. We considered this onr patriotic
duty in the national interest. We want all Guyanese to know: when
it comes to defending our national interesis, the PPP as always,
will he up front. :

This does not mean that the PEP hasz joined with the PNC,
that we are supporting the government completely. It means Eiv-
ing support for any progressive measure, opposing any I'Ea':tiﬂ_nﬂ_ri"
moves and eriticizing all shortcomings. Above all, It means giing
a firm message to imperialism and its lackeys that we will not tol-
erate any meddling in our domestic affairs, that despite the differ-
ences between the PPP and the government, we are prepared to
unite our forces with the PWC forces to fight against intervention
=0 as to safeguard our national independence, sovercignty and ter-
ritorial integrity.

The PMC regime further opposed the US package deal por-
posal on the entey of both South Korea and Vietnam i the United
Netions, condemned Fionism as racism, came out in active support
of UN resolutions on the Middle East and the cause of the Pales-
tinian people, supported after some vacillation the MPLA in An-
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gola, and nationalised the transnational monopaly, Booker Bros.,
MeConnell und Cop., Lid.

How does imperialism view the developing but complex pro-
cess in Guysna) How does it view the PNC regime)

Clearly, it is not happy about developments and the position
of the PNC. The imperialists feel that they have been betrayed
They view the PNC as a “Frankenstein" monster, a “dog which has
bitten the hand thet fed it.™

However, this does not mezn that they will give up the PNC
and support the PPP. Our Party still is, and will remain, imperial-
ism’s implacable enemy, This was made clear by Nelson Rocke-

feller, who is regarded as one of the liberals in the system af state- "

monopaly capitalism. In the report of the special Mission he headed

in Latin America, it is stated
Guyana is not & politically stable nation. Iis politieal sphere
reflects both the strength of & Communist Parly and the
depth of racial tension. A Communist victors would com-
pletely change Guyzns's foreign policy. It is therefore of
crucial concern to the United States and other nations of
the Western Hemisphere as well &8s Great Britain . . ,
Brazil in perticular haz indicated itz concern in this area.

The imperialists will still work with the PNC, especially the
entrenched right-wing, hoping te control, if nol halt and reverse,
the present process,

Imperialism is concerned about the increasing tendency of de-
veloping countries 1o take control through nationalisation of their
natural and olher resounces, which has coniributed to the deepen-
ing crisiz of capitalism. At the same time, because of itz voracious
appetite and dependence on the underdeveloped countries for raw
materials (US consumplion of raw materials from foreign sources,
mainly under-developed countries, are! dismond, coffee, platinum,
mercury, natural rubber—100 per cent, cobalt—89 per cent, manga-
nese—088 per cent, cocoa—8% per cent, chrome—935 per cont ad
aluminium 84 per cent), it would like to maintain its grip on them.
Consequently, it s devising new methods and manoeuvres in arder
to keep the poor countries within the orbit of world capitalism,
to channel internal development in 2 capitalist direction. jand to
develop a new social base for. neo-colonialism ‘ard cepitalifm.

Regional integration like the Caribbean Common Market opens
the mternal markel 1o foreign economic penctration snd exploita-
tior and inhibits the development of the economy.

“Equal partnership” (foréign and local capitalists; loreign and
state capital) permits imperialist penctration, technological de-
pendence, “development” {growlh not development) of newly-in-
dependent countries into industrial-raw material appendages of
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the capitalist states, und enrichment of the bourgeoisie and state
Bureaueracy cannected with neo-colonialism.

The foreign monopolies are interested not oply in increasing
the output of raw materials, but also their more divect participa-
tion—an industrialisation which i= aimed not at balanced industrial-
agricultural growth, but “to build factories in order to exercise
greater control”; namely “‘intermediate producls shops™ for the ex-
port markets in the industrially developed states, which will con-
centrate on the most technologicelly “modern” and capital-inten-
sivedndustries requiring highly skilled labour.

In jointly-owned and nationalised industries, the foreign mon-
opplists hope to maintain control through management and mar-
keting contracts, technleal and research zervices, ete,

Il i5s necessary Lo guard that nationalisation of foreign enters
prises does nol result in the growih of a new group of bourgenis
parasites—ihe bureaucratic bourgeoisie consisting of the highly
paid top officials of the siale apparains who lend money, buy land
and shares in cooperatives and foreign companies, and set op small
businesses; the “mediatory bourgeoisie” made up of all kinds of
brukcm. dealers and profileers, who boss the stale sector and gain
hy supplying the slate enterprises with raw materials and equip-
ment; wholesale traders, builders contracting with the state, and
olhers. In other words, a whole class of “nouveéaux riches” (the
new rieh), part of which, according to historian G, Mirsky ‘can be
called a kind of “nes-comprador bourgeoisie”, a modern secial
suppart of neo-colonial'sm.'

The imperialists have accurmulsted a8 wealth of experience in a
number of countries which at one time were in.the same state of
development as Guyana is today.

In Bolivia, for instance, ithe Bevelutionary-Nalionalist Move-
ment-{MNR) led by Paz Estenssora, which came to power in 1952,
had nationalised the tin mines {equivalent in importance to sugar
anel bauxile in Guysana) and carvied through a radical land reform.
The Imperialists at frst bided their time, and 12 years later in 1954,
succeeded in overthrowing the MNR regime. When the MNR had
laken power, there was hardly a local bourgecisie. But through aid
and other more subtle and devious means, “development”, it crea-
ted a new bourgeoisie, which evenfmally toppled the government
through s military coup.

Another example is Peru. To this counlry the same treatment
wis nol meled out as in the case of Cuba. Against this [irst free ter-
ritory in the Americas, US imperiglism launched military and eco-
nomic aggression, Concluding that it was the “treatment” which
drove Cuba inte the socialist camp, sections of the American ruling
class did rot apply the sanctions under the Hickenlooper Amend-
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ment and the Sugar Act after the government of Peru had seized
US trawlers and nationalized without eompensation U.8. il and
sugar companies. The Peruvian “treatment” finally resulted in the
overthrow of the revolulionary Velasco Alvarer government and
itz veplacemient by a right-wing Burmudez regime.

These methods are more likely to be adopted in Guyana rather
than outright military aggression from outside which the PNC
regime has been suggesting. Direcl #nd even inditect aggression
iz noi today acceptable by international, even US public opinion.
Nor do they always provide satizsfactory results. Indirect aggression
proved a suecess in Guatemala in 1954, but a failure in Cuba in

1961, Direct agegression was successful in the Dominican Republic . |

in 1933, but an abysmal fiasco in Vietnam. So traumatic had been
the Vietnamese experience to the average American that Congress-
men refused to agree 1o the Ford-Kissenger pleas and plans fon
invaivement in Angola. i

From Venewuels, despile the border problem, there is unlikely
to be any intervention. The Peres government is highly nationalis-
tie, and with the nationalisation of oil and iron ore, and as a mem-
ber of OPEC, il has Hs own difficulties with imperialism. The
danger to Guyang from Venezuela may arise if there was a rightist
military coup in that country,

Brazil as a gendarme of US imperialism has plaved a counter-
revolutionary role in Latin America. Intérvention: in Guyana can-
not be entirely ruled out despite the récent friendship agresment
between Brazil and Guyana, Remember that Hitler signed such
agreements and later broke them. However, it must be noted that
Brazil in recent times is facéd with many problems — the failure
of the -Brazilian miracle”;: a huge external debt, refusal of the
United States to reschedule debt repavments; unfavourable inter-
national publicity -and attacks on the Geizel military dictatorship
for torture and denial of civil liberties; growing internal political
opposition: the need for financial assistance from other coun-
tries. These faclors may act as a restraining influence. and per-
haps were instrumental in the Brazilian regime signing a2 feeaty
of friendship with Guyana.

Imperialism, however, might use Surinam which has a'border
claim on our territory in the New River triangle imvthe upper
reaches of the Corentyne Hiver. Here, the United Stales has.
through the huge Alcoa monopoly, extensive bauxite interests. It
can use its considerable political influence to persuade the Suri-
nam government with the connivance and suppori of Brazil o
make the border claim a pretext for invading Guyana. Such an
aggression would nol appear as if a big bully was committing ag-
Eression againzt a small tervitory, Imperialism has used this tech-
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nigue elsewhere in itz little, limited wars — Israel in the Middle
East, Nicaragua and El Salvador in Central Ameriea, and Turkey
in Cyprus.

The imperialists will thus have 3 many-sided policy towards
Guyana — suppoert and strengthen the righi-wing petty -bonrgeois
section of the PNC; work to “contain” the leftist trend by threats
and rsyeliological warfare as with the present naval manoeuvres
in the Caribbean: apoly diplomatic and other pressures on the
government: do everything possible to disrupl the PPP, the main
force influencing the process: give not only firm support to the
rightist, reactionary forces but also encouragement to “leftist™ ele-
ments, which claim to be Marxists and have defected from our
Parly from lime to Lime,

Imperialism is the main enemy of the Guyanese peaple. Lel
us redouble our efforts to destroy its root and branch.

Imperialists and their lackeys have mounted a vicious eam-
paign of slander and confusion in this period of intense political
strugele:  Their aim, as in the early 1850': and 1060's, is to weaken
the PPP. i

The wightist forces, particularly the Indian petty-bourgeois
professionals, landlords and capitalists Iaunched their campaign
on a slogan of “*PPP aellout’”. They fear socialism, and see with
“ecritical support” Guyana becoming “communist” and a “second
Cuba"., Their main weapon is racial and religious incitement, and
their eall ig for partition of the country.

.Kow that the PNC is claiming ils ideas are based on Marx,
Engels -and Lenin, the reactionaries see “red”, as in the 1961-84
perind when the propaganda line was thal an independent 'Guy-
ana with the PPP in government would be a “second Cuba™ and
“a  pateway for international communizst peneftration of Latin
Amorica”, and are attempting to capitalise on the religious feel-
ings of the people.

Al the racial level, they claim that we are awsare that the gov-
ernment 1s discriminating against Indians, reducing them to second-
‘clazs citizens and is using National Service to destroy “Indian race
and culture”, yet the Party iz supporting the government.

This is a deliberate distortion, “Critical Support” does not
mean joining the PNC or giving unconditional support to the gov-
crnment, It meansz unity and struggle — unity in defence of our
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity; struggle
against snortcomings and wrong-doings; for the well-being, rights
and liberties of the working peaple; for the removal of all ohsta-
clez to national unity, such az discrimination and wvictimisation,
and the ereation of the economie, political, ideclogieal, sovisl and
cultural pre-requisites. for the building of socialism,
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The rightisls fear socialism, so they slander and attack us
with the hape that they can confuse and mislead our supporters,
and make Guyana inte anoiher Ireland or Lebanon, These are
iraitors. Let's fighi to e}imin,a,te their political influence !

. We are fully aware of denial of rights, the vicious practice of
political amd racial discrimination: ard the various forma il takes
= employvment and promotion, lind silocation, credit, relief. ote,
We have consistently fought against them and we will never stop
fighting against them.

Specitically. our Party Programme commiis us to fight o
— Enzure the obeervance of the Fundamental Rights laid down

in the Constitution; freedom of speech, fresdom of press anid

ASs0C] atm*, fresdom of assembly and demonstration, Ireedom
of creed; freedom of association; Ircedom to form political
parties, freedom of trade unions.

= Provide [or equal opportunily end punishment by fines and
imprisonment for racial discrimination in housing, hiring "or
jeb lraiming and promotion or in the cxercise of social and
palitical activities,

As regards compulsory National Service, our Parly waz the
first (o launch an attack against it in 1973. We saw it as a vehicle
to distort the political history of Guyana, to brainwash the vouth
that ours is an anli-national, anti-patriot'c Parly which had fonght
against independence, and thal the PNQ is the only true patriolic
and revelutionary party.

We saw National Serviee also as a PNC para-military force
to back up the coercive apparaius of the state in maintaining a
minority Party in power.

National Service thropgh ils {eaching manuals and insirpe-
tors is also spreading reactionary and utopian ideas of the PNC.

The claims made by the government for National Serviee -——
orientation of the youth; familarization with the Interior: dissi
pline: work-ethic; different racial groups sharing common EXpEri-
ENCE — are exaggerated,

National Service is not the only means for orientation. . This
can snd should be done through our school system, vouth worlk
and adult education., In any case, iearhing manuals apd instrue-
tors are actually ‘iIJH-"-lIﬂ]'I"Ig‘ downright reactionary ideas and e
rying out anti-PPP indoetrination.

Living in a camp in the Intericr with all the amenitics and
food for one year iz not necessarily the same as setiling in the
Interier: If the government wants settlements n the Interior,
it must establish there state and co-operative farms  Or iz it he-
cauze of the failure of the Interior and cven coastal sertlemientz—
Hrund'l:!;agt Sari in the Berbice River; Butenzsbu in the Mahaicony
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River; Matthews Ridge in the North Wesl District where the agri-

errHiaieal r:E-anl'atives collapsed. gte, — that resort is being made
Lo National Service type of regimentation in the name of disci-
pling 2

The sharing of tommon cxperiences — working together anil
playing together — by different racial greaps is good.  But W
must not fool ourselves that @ year in & national service camp will
golve the racial problems of CGuwana. Whatever good may be
achisved in this regard in camp will snon be losl in real Iife buill
an discrimination and ‘nequality.  IU's like the malnourished ehild
who ig cured in hospital only to be made 111 again at the poor-
fomily home, In any case, an this score, despite the racial differ-
cnces) Guyana is not & deeply racially-divided and stratified society
as say South Africa, The solution to our racial probiems lies
clsewhere,

As regards nculeating the work- cthll: in our youths oo ong
ran serously quarrel with this, PBut does it have to bz done in
camps in the Interior *  In any’ case, most of our youths coms
from & rursl backgeound. And Cuba hes shown through the work-
study system of education that the work-cthic and socialist orien-
tation can ke attained through the regalar schools

In Guyana, the government is resorling io compulsion and
coercion. It has made national service compulsory for universily
education; no doubt secondary and technical schools will soon be

included.
In November 1975, after the elections for the Student Society

which had been rigged to permit the Young Socialist Movement
(YSM), the youth arm of the PNC, Lo win, 83 stodents were in-
formed {hat they musl report to National Service headquarters.
This was a blatant case of discrimination and wvietimisalion —
discrimination, hecause of the 63 studenis, 53 were Indians of whom
25 were girls; victUmisalion, because duoring the eleeiions, suppori-
ers of the Progressive Youth Organisation (PY0) had heen
threatened that if they did not vole forithe ¥5M, they wounld be
sent o Nalional Service camps.

Furlther proof of victimisation was the fact that a Sub-Coms-
mittes of the Aczdemic Board, headed by the Vice - Chancellor,
had been zppoinied io determine what form national service for
the students would take. But the Sub-Commiltee had nof yet
reported, and was not expected {o report until March 1876, And
at the same btme, the Vice-Chancellor had been sclected to head
a team to examine work-study in Cuba but had not yet gone
there. When miormed aboul these facts, one chief government
spolieaman arrogantly replied that the government is pot roled
by Commitlees,
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Because the majority of the students did not report in Novem-
ber, a warning was issued to them to report in Decerber, Az oa
resull, some students voluntarily retired from the University, And
over a dozen girls who refused to report to National Service head-
quartcrs were informed fo vacale the Univeraity.

This is & disgraceful episode in the history of our country,
and particularly the history of the Universily which the FPP Fov-
ernment founded,

Socialism cannol be built with eompulsion !

Down with regimentation !

Our Parly is opposed (o compulsory National Service for
women. We understand that this practice is applicable in only two
countries in the world, one of them Israel. Women can male their
vontribution {o national development in various ways : it does not
have to be in camps in the Interior. This offends particularly the
mores and customs of the Indian community,

We would support national service for men only if the harm-
ful features are eradicated. In thiz regard, we pPropose :

— The establishment of a Committer made up of equal numbers
of government and opposition members to review all educs-
tioral manuals, books, and other publications for use at Na-
tional Service camps;

— the sefting up of committees made up of government and op-
position members at each camp site, which can look into all
complainls and grisvances;

— physical culture and military raining for all, irrespective of
politival sffiliation or race.

I national service iz to be made compulsory for men, in addi-

tion to the points just enuncinted, we demand;

— a fair system of recruitment on a lottery basis,

— equal opportunily legizslation and an independent Commission
to administer the Act with eoual representation for govern-
ment and the opposition,

If vur members and supporters must give free labour to build
the nation, they must in turn receive equal treatment. National
oppression must end.  All Guyanese must be treated alike, We
will never accept accept second-class citizenship status for any
Guyanese. We have fought againsi eolonial slavery. We will
uever tolerate any other form of slavery ! Down with ineguality
and coercion !

Opposition. to our new political line also comes from. the
“Marxists" who are divided into two calegories. One group says
that the PNC is not soecialist and atiack the PPE for being reyi-
sionisi, for takifng orders from Moscow and Cubs. and for dis-
arming the people by offering “eritical support” to the govern-

36

CENTRAL COMMITTEE REPORT

ment: the second group says that the PPP_ is not Marxist, that the
PNC is the only genuine party of soecialism. Clearly, these peo-
onfused, =
he E?'E'-‘r.‘:fl].»s_:: confusion of the [irst group is compounded by t:'he fact
that some PNC idenlogues and gov't spokesmen fallk as if IGuz.r-
ana iz already & soeialist state. - Thew do not vikw reality s.c_mm.i-
fically and dialectically; they fail to see development in mI:ltmn-.
They do not make a distinetion hetween national _‘Lil?eratmn
and gm_-i'allst revolutions; they do not see that anti-imper_m:]mm z?nd
socialism are lwo phases of the same process, that anti-imperial-
ism. i% the gateway to socialism. And because they do not make
{hiz distinction, they see nothing progreszsive in the PNC_gnwl.-rzt_L-
menl. In relation to imperialism, the regime is pr_c-gresswe; it i=
anly in relation to socialism that it is net progressive. ;
The ultra-leftists have learnt nothing. In many countries,
regimes with-more or less similar positions to the_ PNC ha?'e heen
mverthrown, and fascist or semi-fascist dictatorships established.

Historical experience has shown that imperialism, wh_ich iz
wealtening, is like an enraged wounded tiger. Whenever 11_ -
ceeds with itz counter-revelutionary blows, the first le_wg{rt is the
Communist Party: it knows that such parties as DUrS o not make
deals with it; that they are uncompromising, prinm_p]p.-d and con- -
sistent fighiers against exploitation and oppression. For this
reason, when the reactionary forces succeed with thel1:r r.'crunt_er—
revolutionary coups, they sivilee at the “branch and rool” of social-
iam and Communism.

‘In Indoncsia after the overthrow of the Sukarnn_r-:m-u:-mn-:-ut—,
ard in Chile after the murder of Salvador Allende in iE_I’L'i. hun-
dreds of thousands of sorcialists  and mmmunists_ ware kllllec] apd
imprisoned. The Firat Secretary of the Cr:m:ru_:msL P?.I't:_-’ in Chile
and many of his comrades are =till in fascist Pinochet's coneentra-
E“”-‘Ii.m%ﬁizil_ under the fascist militacy regime, all polilticul pa:ul‘-
ties except one with a right-wing orientation {even “‘.“S Opposi-
tion Mowvimento Demoeratico Brazilerio is being restricted) are
banned and constitutional liberties are suspended. The E.‘._cum:l'muh
ist Party of Brazil has been [orced underground and ilsi_ FEI.TSt- _SEH-
retary lives in exile, Any communist caught in Brazil is either
killed ar imprisoned. Torture i3 an everyday occurrence, Even
Catholic priests and nuns who have challenged and exposed the
excesses of the fascist regime, have been tortured. And the H_a'a-
zilinn state has become a sub-imperialism, a gendarme of B3 Am-
perialism. It is-plaving a reactionary role in the _Sr:lu‘th ﬁf.mer'man
continent and has influenced fascist trends in neighbouring Urn-
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guay, Chile, Bolivia and Paraguay. :

: It is this possible danger that the PPP sees in the Guyana
situation. Qur concern is not to save the PNC hut to salepuard
the interests of the Guvanese nation and people and the lives of
lhle PPP leaders, activists, members and supporters. We are pa-
!:1'11]15, Guyanese can confidently iook fo the PPP g defend their
interests. ]

; It_ it necessary to see the enemy clearly in all its forms, The
51tuai.m1_1 in_ Guyana is-bad with violations of civil liberties harass-
p‘m_ht,_ diserimination, lack of democracy, electoral fraud, étc. Bt
it iz immeasurably worse in Brasxil, Indonesia, Chile and Bangla-
desh. While fighting for the preservation and mmplementation of.

our eonstitutiona! Fundamental Rights, we cannot hy decd or des

Tault permit the development of a fascist state in Guyana.

: _The PNC's responge to our new line was tyvpical; it atternpted
at first 1o make cheap political propaganda.  Judging us by its
own. pragmatic outlook and standards — "politics iz theé art of
making deals" — il suggested that our Party was weakening and
was trying 1o find a way to get on the PNQ bandwaggon. Obwvi-
ously, _Suf:h. a party cannot understand how one like ours can take
a patiiolic stand without conditions in defence of national inde-
pendence, sovereignty and territorial imtegrity. .

Subsequently, it began to complain that “critical support” was
not. support, but only criticism. What the PNC would prefer is
for the PPP o gease criticizsing and struggling against it so that it
could continue Lo talk” about socialism, while carrying on in A
capitalist wav, albeit in & changed form. ]

The PNC lays claim to heing the v‘un,é_:usu'd of the working
clazs and refers fo the government as socialist Speaking on July
1%, ]_EI-'EE at the “Think In" organised by the Clerical and Coms-
mercial Workers' Unjon, Desmand Hoyte, Minister of Freonomic
Development, declared

Gu}'ang has, by overwhelming national consensus, opted fnr

the socinlist system. Tt has'a Government rooted in the worl-

ing-class, whose authority springs fromm the weorking <elass;

Whose commitment is to the working-class. It has a Gﬂvern:

ment which iz implacably anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist

%t lizs & Government which iz socialist, : :

t is far from true to say that the gsovernment’s authori
:apE]ngs fl_'cm the working elass. The army interventionui]rtu t]lzi
lﬂ_.-E e[et?mns .wtmn two of our comrades were shot and killed is
still too frezh in the minds of Guyanese for them to swallow that

azseriion. x

_ﬁs to commitment to the working élass, lef us hope that tear-
gassing of workers, the use of dogs. armed police and soldiers
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apainst thern when on strike, and the attempted enactment in 1970
of an anii- strike law are things of the past. We fail to see such
commitment when & working class stalwarl, Comrade Isahak
Basir, is shot down and hiz assailant goes scot free

As regards socialism, what Guyanese want are not mere asser-
tionz, but implementation; not just precepl, but performance.

AL the ideolopical lovel, the PNC has had & hodgepodge, ec-

lectic position — “demoeratic socialism”™ when the PNC was in op-
position, and in government up to 1970; “co-operative socialism™ in
1950 when Guyana became a “co-operative republie’; *“hational
apcializm’ in 1974 as enunciated at the seminar in Yugoslavia, And
inlate 1975, for a number of redsons — rebellion in PNC ranks as
evidenced by the hauxite strike at the nationalised Guyana Baux-
ite Company and low twrnout of voters in Georgetown in the 1873
elections; the near collapse of the economy in 1974 the failure of
co-operative socialism “io make the small man into the real man"
and “to feed, clothe and house the nation”; the emergence of op-
position Black intellectuals moving from a “Black power” posi-
{ion towards Marxism and developing relations with the PPP—
the PNC declared that its ideas were based on Marx, Engels and
Lieryin.
We welcome this development. However, it is oot enongh for
the PNC to claim to be Marxist-Leninist. Far more imporiant is
the formuialion of the scientific theory, and the creative applica-
tion of the tenets of Marxism-Leninism,.

Today, even Marxism-Leninism is used in the service of im-
perialism, There are various brands — Maoism, Trolskyism, Mar-
cusism, Mew Leftism, efc. — which confuse, mislead and disunite
the revolutionary and progressive forces in their slruggles for
pnational end social liberation. Despite their revolutionary garb
and militant slogans, they work objectively on the side of im-
perialism.

Maoizm is based on the cult of the personality and denial of
collective leadership: substitution of military-bureaucratic meth-
ods of rule from above for the leading and guiding role of the
party, and of mational chauvinism for patriotizm, and proletarian
internationalism. : ;

The Declaration of the:Communist and Workers' Parties of
[atin America and the Caribbean-was emphatic in itz condemna-
tion of the reactionary role of Manist China. Tt stated :

Thizs Conference emphatically condemns the foreign policy of

the Chinese Communist Party leadership, which flirts with US

imperialism, declares for its presence in Asia and Europe, jus-
tifies the existence of WATO, encourages West German impe-
rialismn and revanchism, assails and slanders the Soviet Union

34



THUNDER JULY — SEPT. 1976

with the same fury as . the most vicious Sler:esman of inter-
national reaclion, iries to incite the agpressive militariam aof
the world bourgeolsie sgsinst it and follows a reckless cold
war policy against the heroie Soviel people.  The most dizas-
trous expression ol this policy of the Chinese Ieadership in
Latin America is its shameless collusion with the Chilean mili-
tary junta, which it supports politically  in spite of the fact
that thousands of Communists, Socialists and other parties were
atrociously tortured to death by the fascist tyranny. TFur-

thermore, the Chinese leadership backs everywhere Eroups

of pseudo-revolutivnaries posing as “radicals”, who split left-
wing forces, altack Communist parties, raise ohstacles to DT

gressive processes and often act as enemy agents in the revd-’

lutionary movement.

“We consider it our duty “to fighl against this policy of be-
traying the cause of unity and solidarity and the finest traditions
of the world revelutionary movement.”

Trotskyite, anarchist, extreme “lefl" and other fectarian ele
ments of Marxism attempt to solve all problems in a doctrinaire
MIENRET,

Trotskyism is ultra-leftism based on  world revoluiion and
export of revolution, It deniez the Marxist tenets that favourable
objective and subjeclive factors are NECCSSETY pre-requisites for
revolution, that relations between states with different socio-ech-
nnmig systems should be based on peaceful coexistence, and that
working class solidarity must he based on proletarian interna-
tionalism. :

Marcusism denies the Marsist tenets that the working class is
the most revolutionary foree, and bases itsell on the intellectuals
and the lumpen proletaviat as the leading forces in the socialist
revolution.

_Gma-g,i Dimitrov in his famous speech “The Tnited TFront
Against Fascism' said - “Sectarianism finds EXPTESSion  partiou-
larly In over-estimatling the revolutionisation of the masses. in
OVer-estimating the speed at which they are abandoning the posi-
tons of reformism, in attempts to leap over difficult stages and
over complicated tasks of the movement, Methods of leading the
masses have in practice been frequently replaced by the me‘:'huds
of leading a narrow party group,”

The pseudo-Marxisis and 1 £ftists” who attack us should nu:-ét‘:
and digest this sfatement from the great and famous fighter
against Bulgarian (pre-1945) and Hitlerile Tascism.

What iz the PNC brand of Marxism-Leninizm 3
z Firstl}',tit is anti-communist and reactionary, claiming that under
vommunist syslems, the workers are mere servants under state
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monepolies.”  Tn g Manual for special training of corpsmen of tlhp_r
Guyara National Service, prepared and pui}_i.ished by thfe Material
Productions Unit of the Ministry of Bduecation and Social Devel-
opment, it is stated: ; ; ;
ur co-operative philosophy iz in marked conirast to b:::th
the capitalist and communist systems incat least two 1mi-
portant aspects, ;
1. Whether they exizt in the East or the Wesl, €0-0pETH-
tiwes only constilute a small part of the r-:mnurrrm A g e
{lres in relation to the major form of economic organ-

igation. I
Whether free enterprise or staté-owned, co - operatives

havenol come to occupy positions of major significance.
11 is the Guyans government’s intention to make tht_' o
operative movemeni the corner - stone of 1]-_-:: _naLLon’s
economic life, not merely surviving, but flourishing, ex-
panding and profiting, :
2 It is argued that both the capitalist and communist syss
fems have at least one important thing in common ;- ab
the top of the bureancratic ladder, a f&_v.?_ powerful pro-
ple make ihe important economic deeizions and  enjoy
virtual absolute control of the economy, while the work-
ers’ participation at policy level is minimal, if not imag-
inary., Under communist systems, the workers are mere
servants of state monopolies, In theory the workers
awn the state, but in practice the state is controlled by a
few privileged persons.
In Guyana, however, if is envisaged that 1h_|2 mass of the
peaple will be provided with the opportunity for a real,
nol- imagined, share in the economic pie of t_]ie_puta-::-n.
The people will vonirel the nation's economic life be-
cauze the co-operative sector, owned and controlled by
the small man_.'bﬂtr;mes the major zource of the nation’s
wealth.

The PNCs anti-communism also takes the form of anti-Sovietism.,
The same Manual points out:

The Government of Guyana places great emphasis on poli-
tical and economic independence, not wanting io be pawns
controlled by the USA, Russia, China or any other nation.
WNon-Alignment is vital if we, in the developing world, are
not to become political and economic satellites of the super-
powers in the Easl or the West. .

On the same theme, Kit MNascimenlo, NWMinister of Stale in the
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Olfice of the Prime Minister, at & Youth Leadership Training Sem-
mar ol Augast 10, 1973 stated : “Guyana is a 5ms.'lI, still paodar,
virtually militarily defenceless nalion in a4 world in which twe
super-powers seek lo conitrol and manipulate small nations for
their own purpose and to their own ends.”

According to Hsinhua, the official Chinese News Ageney, the
news item headlined @ “Guyana Minister Exposes Super-Powers
Plot of Sham Detente”, Cammie Ramsarcop, PNC Chairman and
Minister for Parlismentary Affairs, is reported to have fold the
Hegional Conference of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Asso-
ciation in June 1976 that the “rhetoric of peace must not be con-
fused awith the reality of a global power strupple .. the old tech-
nigues of power politics prevail and there is a sustained attempt
to divide the world into spheres of interest and influence over
svhish hegemonic power is exercised.” This iz unadulterated,
Maoist anli-Sovietism, 1

Proletarian internallonalism, another basic principle of Mars-
iEm-Leniniem, comes in for altack by the PNC. Narrow national-
alismi, wsed as an excuse for Burnham's splitting of the national
mevement in 1955, comes in for praise in the Manual :

The Enactments carried oul by the Britizh Government led
to the need for careful thought, on the part of the PPP,
At this peint in time, Burnham — though no anti - com-
munist could, however, no longer close hiz eyves to the fact
that Cheddi Jagan's adventurist ambition to posture as
an international communist transcended his commitmient
o hiz own ecountry. From this time, differences devel-
oped within the PPP between those who put Guyanese
nationalism first and those whose major concern was io
conform to the-standards set by international communism.
Further. the National Service Manual stated :

The British Government had recognised the ideologiczal
differences between the two leaders of the original Peo=
ple’s Progressive Party, Dr. Jagan had announced he bo-
lieved ihat socialism-would . ... itSelf evolve inlo-the
higher communist state of society ...." Omn theMother
hand, Forbes Burnham had declared his concernthat the
changes fo {ake place in Guyana “have the trie socjalist
and realistic outlonk , ...~

Paraphrasing this, & voung PNC ideclogue writing in the gov-
ernment-owned Sunday Chronicle in carly 1976, stated that what
Guyana needed was not “lo quote unreservedly from philosophers
and thinkers like Marx, Engels, Lenin and Ha Chi Minh, but per-
haps a group of local and original pragmatists who using the broad
ohjectives and intentionsz of the Government, could design means
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and approaches for their fulfilment; and the establishment of a
hrand’ of socialiam. zuited to local circumestances.

Fragmalizsm which is -akin to opportunism  has resulted in
many forms of socialism — fabian, democratic, eo-operative, na-
tional, African, Avab, socialism - with a human face, ete. — but not
scieniific socialism. It is important to note that many parties and
maovements claiming to be socialist have failed even when in pow-
cr to bring about socialism.  Only in the countries where parties
are based, on Marxism - Leninism have  socialist societicz been
buailt.

The Dritish Labour Party has its Troots in “fabian” and “demo-
crabic' socialism, bul though many terms in power did not estah-
lish/ & soeialist society; indeed, Britain under the Labour Govers-
ment iz nearer to capitalism-imperialism than to socialism; it has
become the managers of state-monopoly capitalizm.

Hitler fooled the waorkers with his zpecial brand of “nalional
sopialism” while he was establishing a fascist state

The Arab Sgeialist Union of Egypt advocated “Arab socialism?,
but President Sadat at the crucial OAT meeting in Ethiopia voted
with others who were peddling the imperialist line for Angola—
g jeint government of the revelutionary MPLA, the FNLA headed
by the CTA agent Holden Roberto, and the pro-capitalist and pro-
South African UNTTA. Internally, one of the first acts of Anwar
Sadatl after coming to power on Nasser’s death was to jail the
communists and later to cause Egypt to veverf to eapitalism.

President Senghor of Sencgal who talks about negritude {oul-
tural natiopalism) and “African socialism” also like Sadat, sided
with the pro-imperialist states at the OAU meeting. ;

Then there is “sociglism with a human face”, advocated by
those who [alsely claim Lhat there is no democracy and freedom
in the soeialist countries.

Reformers like Prof. K. Galbraith, while now condemning
some of the excesses of monopoly capitalism, confuses . state-mon-
opoly capitalism and state intervention in the ecohomy with so-
cialism, saying “the world socialism is one we can no longer sup-
press.  That socialism alveady exists.”

And it must not be forgotten thal Merman Thomas, Leader
of the Socialist Party of the USA, admitted receiving TUS%1 mil-
lion from the CIA which wag used for setting up 17 socialist par-
lies iri Lalin America fo fight communism.

Under the Uteplan co-operative secialism, “suited to loeal cir-
cumstanees” like “Arab socialism” and “African socialism”, na-
tionalised companies are regisiered as private companies and are
to be turned into co - operatives, and workers will own shares.
According to Hugh Saul, head of the Guyana Marketing Corpora-
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tion . “weekly and monthly employees should be allowed Lo pur-

chasa shates to the tune of 21 & weelk or 85 a month as a poaitive
movernsnt lowards ownership and these funds could then be used
for Turther development of the corporstion snd relieve the cen-
tral government of the task of having o pump ithe scarce puhblic
vesoulces inte corporations.” He observed: “After all, the Prime
Minister, Cide. Forbes Burnham, has already said that all corpera-
tions and companies are eventually to be owned by the people.
The soomer a start is made the belter.”

In the same vein, Kit MNascimento, speaking at the Youth
Leadership Training Seminar already seferred to, szid: “In the
immediate terms, the people wil hove to take conirol of our nat-
ural resources through the state, bul evenlually this ownership
must pass directly inte the hands of the people through eo-opers-
tives ownership and enterprise,"

And T oadded ; "In this way the distribution af the wealll
Gbtained from the development of our natural resources will flow
into-1he hands of the people

He emphazised that the masses of the people should become
truly mvolved in the economic ownership of the natien through
co-cperatives, which would become the dominanl szector of the
nation’s economic life. “Economic nationalization,” he declared,
Swithout economic justice 15 not the aim of the People's National
Congress ... The ideology of see'alism through Co-operative
mwnership pursued by the People's National Congreoss in Govern-
ment, demands mass ownership of the nation’s economic resourees,
proguctive, diztributive and monetary.”

Whatever this is, il is not socialism according to Marx, Engels
and Eenin.  Little swonder that one 'NC ex - Regional Minister
called it “people’s capilalism.™

Co-operatives are permitted o become shareholders in what
snould be fully-owned slate enterprises — ihe Guvana Nationgl
Co- pperative Bank, Guyana Agricultural Co- cperative Develap:
ment Bank, Guyana Co - operative Mortzgage Finance Bank — and
to enzieh themselves through state patronsge and al the expense
of the people. i

At the same time, monies invested in co-operatives-are frec
irom taxation and also from control under the Code of Conduct
through which all PNC leaders must repart their holdings and
agsets to the Prime Minisler personally. And some co-ocperatives
have established themselves as contraclors and have suceeeded in
getting lucrative contracts from the Ministry of Works and Hous-
g
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We must light for the cleanup of the pseudo-co-operatives,
which under the umbrella of co-operative socialism, are hieeding
g new Iorm of eapitalist, co-operative-capilaiist, evpl-:rltut:nn and
oppression,

Our Party must also intensify the ideological siruggle against
eo-operative socialism under which the eo - operative scotor will
become the dominsnt sector. and [ight for secientific sotialism.,
Soctalism cannat he boill on distortions of Marxist-Leninist ten-
cts; socialism cannot be constructed without scientific sbeialists,

We ton gav like President Mohamed Sizd Barre, President of
the-Supreme Hevolutionary Council, of Somali Democratic HRe-
pubiic ; “Fhere is oniy one socinlism namely scientific socialism,
Anyone who gives it other names iz only deceiving himself and
ofieers”. e further pointed ont : “0Ouv socialism cannot he called
Somali secialism, African socialism or Fslamic socialism Qur
socialism. is scientific sccialism founded by the great Marx and
Engels, e Marxism-Leninizm.”

The PNC lays claim to being the vanguard party of the work-
ing class, The role of vanguard 15 not a seli-appointed position.
Nor it iz eomiferved by anvone like the titles conferred annuslly
by the Honours Commitiee, Only the people can confer this re-
codniticn, and this only afler the Parly has demonstrated its com-
mitment Lo the ideclogy of the working ¢lass, and persistent and-
continuous struggle fer national and social liberation.

The PNC is not a vangnard, Marxist-Leninist party : it is a
nationalist party. ¥s leadership was basically righlt-wing, large-
Iy pelly-bourgeois, bureageratic-bourgeais and professional.

It must he recalled that the PNC, when formally conatituted
in 1853 had a leadership dr rawn Trom the rightist factiom which
had defected from the PPE, and the conservative and reactiomarsy
United Democratic Party, the main force allied 1o colonialism and
oppased (o the PPP between 1953 and 1857, Closely allised to the
United Democratic Party, which sided with imperialism in the
destruction’ of the national-movement in the early 195{0's, was the
racist emd reactionary League of Coloured People,

This past is'a drag on present and future development, While
we confidently look fo the future, we can ignore the past only at
aur peril

Cut of this “right wing” iz emerging a “leff wing" trend as.
rezult of the intensification of the political and ideclogical ‘striag-
£le; the confrontation between the oppesition forces and the gove
ernment gnd alzo the contradictions between the PNC elitist lead-
ership and its rank-and-file membership.

The “right-wing” is desirons of keeping GL'l.'gnn on the n.apl-
talist path, albeil in a changed form. This reactionary petty-
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hourgeoisie and bureaucralic-bonrgeoisie Is not willing to sor-
render privileges — hig salaries and allowances, and other pre-
requisites and advantages — acquired doring the past 11! wears;
it 15 desirous of turning state ownership and puoblic secior enter-
prises Lo is own advaniage.

The PNC leadership with a left {rend recognises the bank-
ruptcy of the capitalist path., But it is caught in a2 real dilemama:
how to pursue a socialist-oriented course and at the same time
maintain elitist privileges 7

The PNC governmen!l has the power to make pmfﬂum{.-

changes, And the cbjective situation is unigquely favoursble, Vir-
tually no country in Asia, Africa, Laiin Americs and the Carib-
bean is as favourably placed for completing the anti-imperialist
stage and rapidly advencing to socialism,

The duality in the character of the PNC leadership is reflectod
in itz policies and its approach to the PPP, Because of in it can-
not take & firm, principled position, Instead, it vacillates aod
manceuvres pragmatically, hoping to get the best of all possible
worlds.

Towards the PPP it has a confuged attitude. Conscious that

we have ihe support of the majority of the population, and since
{rayana cannot be defended without the PPP, and production and
productivity cannot be increased without the PPF, it wanis co-
operation with us. But at the same time, it wants uz out of the
way, it would like to see the PPP llquidated, as our Party is a
defender of the people's rights and a constant critic of PNO's
political and ideological weakness, its extravagance and erratic
WHYS,

In this regard, the PNC regime has resorted to underhand
practices, utilising coercion and bribery to indoce opporiunists to
defect from the Party, It is using them to sow diseord among our
sctivists and cadres, at the same time trying to get them to defest
through the offer of jobs with lucrative salarijes,

This is a dangerous game. Utilising state funds and facilities
to get PPP renegades fo do the PNC's dirly work is ne way lo
build national unity. Already a leading comrade of our Central
Committee, Isahak Basir, was gunned down by a policeman. We
hiail his rapid recovery and presence in our midst and demand
punishment of his assailant. They can no more kill Cde. Basir
than they can destroy cur Party.

FEF — THE YANGUARD OF THE WORKING CLASS

The P_PP i1z the revolutionary vanguard of the working class
and is cobstantly and persistently championing the cause of the
Cuyanese working people for economic progress and soclal justice,

Last year we proudly celebrated our  “silver Jubilee™ — 25
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years nf devoled and pionecring serviee to our nation and people,
On that historie ccoasion, we stated ;
We [ought for freedom; democracy, human rights, and
socialism. We strive unfivingly for ndependence . . we
advocated .. . the free dissemination of ideas . .. we re-
moved Lhe bans placed on the entry into Guyana of
progressive Wesl Indians and others . .. we did not join
the U.5. cold-war bandwaggon ...
it is true to say that in Guyana today, there is no impor-
{ant facet of life which the PPP did not pioneer: educa-
tion, health, agriculture, banking, etc. Our ¢ritics are
foreed to move in the direction we pointed out. Even on
the ‘quesiion of dress reform, we were the first to intro-
duce the shirt-jac! We pionesred the way in emphasiz-
ing vur history and coltore. The FPF government can-
gelled the lease to the goll club (now the National Parkl,
one of the bastions of colonial privilege. And above all, -
we were the first to propagate the ideology of Marxism-
Leninism.
Varxizm-Leninism is central to ouwr creative, revolutionary
We ponsider as our principzl lask its defence and the con-

work. :
Today more than ever, this form of

duct of ideological struggle.
struggle 15 most essenbial

Omr Parly lighls against pragmalism, seclarionism, dewiation-
i=m1 and oppertunism. 1t has condemned Manism and has carried
sn an uneeasing battle against the utopianism and revisionism of
the PNC and its ideologues.

One EMNC ideclogist recently said: “A Communist ideology ad-
vocstes that the sociely returns Lo the primitive stage where it iz
classless, .. " Such iz the nature of the vanguard position of the
PNC Apparently, there is no awareness of the distinction belween
primitive and scientific communism, and the role of the seientilic
and technological revolution.

Another observed: i

..... ihe two major Political  Parties, the- leading pressure

croups consisting of University lecturers and former political

metiviste, are apreed that Seientific Socialism based on the

Idarxist-Leninist model is the most appropriate remedy for

achieving economic independence.

There is however considerable dilference of opinion about the

brand of socialism that would best suit the country. The pre-

sent PNC Administration iz concentrating on a enncapt of Co-
cperative Socialism to oblein an egalitarian society, that is
intended to make “the small man a real man”

The main Opposition Party, the PPP, holds the view that a
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system of cooperative socialism is too conservative for revolu.

tionary changes: and there should instead he a duplication of

Russisn processes of Socialist transformation.

_'1_'11ere is eilher confusion about, or deliberate distertion of our
pasition. From the very beginning, in 1970, when Guyand assumed
the s!‘.a'm_.ns nol just of a republic but a “Co-oporative Republic”,
and when the ruling PNC advotalcd “cooperative socialism'™ and
declared that cooperatives would be the means by which =ocialism
would ‘be built, the PPP refuted that false idea, We stated that™
-anti-imperialism was the gateway to Socialism, and reiterated our
previous call for the nationalisation of the “commanding heights"
of the economy.

PNC'e ideology is a revisionism of Marxism-Leninism, and its :
eooperative socialism is nol just “too eonservative [er revolution-
ary changes", it is wtopian Frederick Engels long ago in his
“Sovialism-Ulopian and Scientific” praised Robert Owen, Fourier
and Saint Simon for their humanitarian qualities in advoecating
tooperative socialism, but condenined them for their wrong metho-
dology, for being day-dreamers and renouncing the ‘class struggle
as the way to socialism.

'1'!1._r_- PHNC ideslogus went on o say that “the PPP halds the
view that. .. theve should be a duplication of Russian processes of
socialist transformation.” This is in keeping with the old propa-
ganda Iine that the PPP takes orders from Moscow.

Let there be no doubt of our position. We are members of the
International Communist and Workers Movement, and we are
proud of il, Together we formulate the peneral political line of the
Movement and are guided by . Marxism is not a dogma but a
guide to action; az a living science, it invelves a concrele analysis
of a concrete situation—national and international.

There ave general laws of scientific socialism which like. the
law of gravily cannot be ignored, In observing the applieation of
these laws, the Communist International in its early davs w:—xs'
able to guard against sectarian and right-opportunist tendencies
amang young Communist parties, which arguing on the basis of
“particularism™ and “exceplionalism’™, fell easy prey to bourgeois
nationalism. -

Al the same time, there are specific conditions, natinnal peeu-
lal'ilfes. which also cannot be ignored. V. I Lenin in his Left Wing
[:_ummunism, an Infantile Disorder, specifically warned against one
directing centre or a centralised international organisation, He
pointed out: “We musl clearly realise that such a leading cenire
cannol  under any ecircumstances be built upon sleren-typed
mechanically equalised and identical tactical rules of struggle.” :

Comrade Leonid Brezhmev made this clear to the 25th Congress
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of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union when he deciai;'g'&‘-;g;.

In thaeir struggle, Communists proceed [rom the Emr?'-l'hﬂ.?ﬁ .

governing the develcpment of the revolution and the building
of socialisma and communism, Reflected in the theory of Marx-
ims-Leninism and econfirmed in praciice, these laws were enl-
lectively and comprehensively formualated at internationzl con-
ferences of fratermal partics. A deep understanding of these
peneral laws, and velinnce on them, in combination with a
creative approacii and with consideration for the . concrete
onditions in exch separate counlry, have been and remain the
inalienable and distinctive feature of a Marxist-Leninist. Amnd
we say this with assurance: a concession to opporiunism may
cometimes yield a temporary advantage, but will ultimately
do damage to the parly.

In keeping with these principles, the PPP worlks ‘out its
siratepy and tactics, policies and programme [rom a patriotic and
working elass internationalist position and only aiter a deep:gnittg
analysis of the national and international situation, 1

Whatever our encmdes and detractors say, we will reémain
steadfastly 1oyal to the tenets of Marxism-Leninism.

The PPF's position with respect o the Soviet Union is in-
fluenced by two considerations, Pirsily, the USSH has demonsival-
e ‘that it 18 a consistent champion for the liberation of the
cxploited and oppressed peoples everywhere, in particular in the
developing countries, Secondly, events in countries of Asia, Africa,
the Middle East, Latin America and the Caribbean, such as Cuba,
Vietnam, Bangladesh, Angola, ete, have shown that in the strug-
gle against imperialism for necessary deep-going economic and
soreial transformations, the help of the =zocialist community headed
by the Soviet Union is vital To take any other position is nol
only stupid but dangerous.

Consequently, We cateporically reject the slanderous attacks
made by the right-opportunist “Marxists'’ who have recently
defected from our Party, Jumping on the PNC band-waggon, thess
rensgades claim that the PNC is the only party genninely interest-
ed in socialism, that our Party and its leadership is dominated by
rightistz and ultra-leftists, that we have sssumed the position of
the Trotskyites after the Great October Socialist Revolution and
are not serious aboul Party trangformation.

They lend weight to the false claim of the PNC that it is
based on the ideas of Marx, Enpgels and Lenin, and thatl Guyana
has a socialist government,

How can the PNC regime be deemed a socialist government,
az glaimed by the renegades and high  government ministers,
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swhen it has not completed the anti-imperialist process, and has
not created the basic economic, political, ideclogical, social and
cultural prerequisites for the building of socialism? A socialist-
prienied path requires the conzolidation of national independence,
ceonomic emancipation from i.mperlaﬁst domination, a revolution-
ary land reform to end semi-feudalism, democratisation of social
life, improvement in living standards and the pursait of an inde-
pendent foreign policy and the closest links  with the socialist
world, These are objective necessities for our country’s successful
advance from the anti-imperialist, national liberation revolution to
a socialist-revolution, and they have not been met.

It was only as recenl as early 1975 at a lectore thai the
principal defector noted the “distorting influence of the PNC's:

interpretation of socialism, with all ils vagueness and superficial-
ily, its eclectic hodge-podge of bits of Marx and Lenin linked with
the outright anti-democratic and anli-socialist practices.” He
referred _to the _faet that .almost everyone .is now  publicly a
“gocialist — estate managers, bureaucratic capitalists, corrupt
politicians, the lot. Almost evervone scems to be hustling to get
into the acti—and soch persons, it may be noted, not only get into
(he act, but at the same time strive to get as Iarge a piece of the
action for themselves as 'they possibly can—under the unbrella of
‘cooperative socialism’, whatever thal means.”

Bul now there is & complete somersault; he himsslf has got
into the act. The PNC is put in a position of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union, The great party of Lenin, and we are accused
of behaving like the Trotzkyites after the Great October Socialist
Revolution, The fact 15 our Party has been and continues to be
in the forefront of the struggle against Trotskyism, Macism and
other forms of ultra-leftist dagmaiisxﬁ and sectarianism.

To hide their opportunism, the defeciors assume a posture of
high socialist rectitude. They charge that we are not serious about
Party transformation, ithat we are exhibitionists merely trving to
create” favourable impressions, that our Party is not a Leninist
type party and iz dominated by rightists and ulira-leftigls, and
thus is incapable of taking & correct political line and of adopting
correel strategy and {actics.

These charges are spurious. Marxists have alwavs played the
leading role in our Party. As such, the PPP iz different from the
other mass-based political parties of the English-speaking Carib-
bean — a facl which has contributed to the Guyanese working
people being the most politically and ideologically developed in
the region, and Guyana today playing the leading and guiding poli-
tical role in the English-speaking Caribbean.
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Considering the history of our Party and the fact tl‘mﬁi
brocess of transformation into a Leninist-type of party began on
in 12689, there must be traces of other than DMMarxist t&ndenmes
But they are very weak; they have never determined, and do not
now determine, the main political line, the stralegy and tactics
of the Party. Indeed, they suppord the revolutionary position of
ithe Parly,

The proposal by the Central Committee of the strategic line
of “crifical =upport™ iz a clear indication that the Marxists lead
the PPP: indeed, the very terminology, support not unconditionsl
but crifical, came from the lipg of the chief defector,

If as is alleged that ultra-leftists and rightists dominate our
Parly, how is il that those same elements outside the Party attack
us for our proposed new line of “eritical support™?

The latter see unily and support, but conveniently fail to
observe opposition, criticisms and struggles. One fact alone —
our unstinted support for the sugar workers in their “"antumn™
crop =trike in late 1975 after our new line was enunciated in
August — gives the lie to their charge of “PPF sellont”.

The defectors on the other hand want unity and no struggle;
like the PNC, they want us lo take a position of uncritieal sup-
port, and fo give unconditional support to compulsory National
Service.

Reference has already been made to the use by the PNC of
Mational Service to brainwash the youth. to spread reactionary
ideas, to attack the PPP and to distort the political history of our
country and Parly. In a Natlonal Service booklet, it is further
stated:

In 1955, Burnham defeated Jagan for the leadership of the

People’s Progressive Party at internal party elections. Jagan,

denouncing the decizion, walked cut of the meeting and for

two vears hence, British Guiana had two People's Progressive

Parties — one led by Cheddi Jagan, and the other by Forbes

Burnham.

.. The electoral boundaries get by the 1957 constitution. had,
in wview of the racial approach which had -secpped into loca®
prlitics, pgiven the advantage to the rural-based PPP —
Jaganite, as against the urban-based PPP—Burnhamite,
This is & complete distortion of historical fact and an insine

uation thal we were responsible for the split and that the im-
perialists favoured us.

Actually, a detailed account of the gplit was given al the
time in a booklet, “The Great Beirayal”, which the poel, Martin
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[Larter, had helped to produce. The right-wingers took their cue
Arom the British imperialists who in a document divided the

PP leadership inio communists  and socialists, suggested a3

socialist takeover and threatened ihat il there was no change
in leadership and policies of the PPP there would be a perpetual
period of marking time. The rightists unconstitutionally trans-
forimed 4 Conference called to review the political sitwation into
4 Congress “to throw out the communists” based 0N a campaign
which they had mounted.

As regards electoral boundaries,  the dizgtribution o 14
-Iseat:s of 1857 was a reversion to the position in 1947 before the
u?tl'r:r.:lucilnn of unjversal adult suffrage. T was not an equitahle
distribution of the voting population az had heen done in ]953-
when 24 boundaries had bheen demarested.

Actually, thizs manceuvre ‘had been put into practice to help
Em- Burnham faction of the PPP, Tor example, in the Greater
Georgetown area where Burnham was emr:ﬁ.nu:h-::d. 5 seats of the
19.’53 E*].E'-t'tj:‘m weare combined by this TEerrymandering” into 3
1.1;!111::} I our-area of sfrength in Eastern Berbice 3! szoats 'I."r-*rc:
combined into one, This Berbice constituency had 31 Ei-i'? vnterr-:?uq
{:umpqared with 5,879 for the town of WNew A_msterd:;m. s

A8 8 result of this blatant political disho | i
%}1} British government, the vht;ls polled b::hé‘:::tslt:’&iz';n(-::su?:;; :?:f
mzlwl'.lc;:;ﬁu bice was more than thoge. polled by all five oppasition
. Our comrades, particularly the youths, would do well to re-
Iul-m:h their memaories ahout this early history, and particulariy
about the split, of our Party. The Wesl On Triai (pp. lﬁﬂ—ll-'t'i'h]
and The Great Betraval are invaluahle in thif 1'9.51::::.;_-1.

_ :I'Jmc knowledee will help our comrades to understand the role
of the recent defectors. Had we followed their line of giving vir-
latly unconditional support to the PNC gvernment and particus
larly to compulsory Nalional Service, together with their advice
that the sugar workers should have appeared before the compul-
sory arhitration Tribunal and not resume the strike in the sutimn
cropy then the rightiste' and “leftists” false charpe of sellout would
have hecn troe,

The charge of the renegades that we are mere exhibitionists and
do ihings merely to impress is ridiculous and has no basis in fact.
Our Party has always taken, and is laking, a principled position
o nztienal and international issues.. We du not g2y one thing and
o something else; we do not renege on promises or pledges. Our
position 1s based on patriotism and proletarian internationalism,
Like others, we do nol make deals with imperialist and other reac-
tiomary forces for marrow shori-term partisan gains. Indeed, with
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our pew political line, we demonstrated our patriotism Ln* Fin.
cipled and responsible manner. =

tnir patrietie duty is to defend our nation—its national inde-
pendence, sovereipnty and ferritorial integrity, On this, we did
not-equivecate; we did not bargain.

We also discharged our Internationalist duty: namely, ta wea-
Len imperialisin For instance, we had stated that it was foolish to
mount a slogan “Towards a Scclalist Revaolution”, as the PNC did
at itsibiennial Congress in August 18973, without first. completing
the anti-imperialist revolution, and our Parly re-iterated itz call
foreihe nationalisation of the Booker's octopus. This was nol done
until May 25 1076, Unfortunately, our call for an excess profits
tax went unheeded; the British monopoly was thus permitted to
reap fantastic profits Tor over 2 years at the expence of the nation
and the sugsr workers, Now, we are pressing for the natiomaliza-
tion of the banks and insurance companies, also under the control
of the imperialists,

As regards transformation of our Party, we have been moving
steadily in this direction. Now we have a new =ystem of recruit--
ment of members. No longer iz there the previous system of loose
rmass membership. A person desirous of becoming a member must
agres with the aims and programme of our Party, and must regu-
larly attend meetings of the group, the primary organisation of
the Farty at grass-roots level. And when there is a caid exchange,
the member must fulfil the atlendance, as well as other, require-
ments for the renewal of hisf/her membership.

Cur Party alse recognises that its strength and fighting eapac-
ity is largely dependent em the level of political and ideological
conscionsness of itz members, activists and leaders, Towards this
end, we lay greal siress on ideological-edocational work and the
training of cadres. Al cvery group meelings, there is an “educa-
tionel™ Weekend and one-to-two-week seminars are held in the
districts, and 2-weelk 1o 2-month colrses are given at the Party's
idealogical school, the Acecabre College of Social Sciences.  And

-every year, a number of our sludents go overseas to the socialist

couniries, particularly to the Soviel Union, for political-economy
and trade union courses. Those who have been so trained make
up the great majority of our functionaries working in the poli-
tical and lrade union fields and among the farmers, They are also
well-represented in our highest policy-making bodies. In this waY,
we are methodieally transforming the Party,

Through the Michael Forde Bookshop and its branches, we dis-
iribute Marxist and otlier rfevolutionary and progressive literalure.
And the daily “Mirror" has become an invaluable medium not onl
for information and agitation, bul also for educstion. -
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"The charges of the defectors, who &re now advisers and'ﬁaid
hirelings of the PNC government, arc therefore without substance,
They stem from the minds of the tiny mifority who did notl get its
wey o the Central Committes and was nod prepaced 1o accepl the
views of the majority; namely, dermoerdatic  centralism, a - basic
tenel of Marxist-Leninism, ]

Thozse who defectad from our Parly must be isclated. To have
followed their unscientific and adventuristic lead would fave
meant our Party divorcing itself from the masses, and virtualiy
Ligquidating itseld, something the imperislists and their Jlackeys
have failed to achieve, Lel us not forget that it is the mass

support of our Party, and the mass action which it generates,

which are largely pesponsible Tov influencing the situstion in a
pogitive manner. It ig nol accidental that Guysna is today, unlike
the late 1820's and early 1950's shead politically of the other l'mg ish
speaking Caribbean territories. The fact is that in po other eountry
is there an ideologically-developed and organisationaily-strong
party like ours. While we cannot'*“tail” the masses, and let minor
weaknesses and prejudices of our supporters influence our deci-
signs, we cannol be so far ahead of our supporters that we are
divorced from them. Fislory is full of examples where, with com-
munist parties liguidated or emascnlated, the revolutionary pro-
cess has been halted or turned backwards,

In Mexieo, prominent trade unionizts, artists and intellectuals
weakened the Commuonizt Party by leaving it and jeining the
ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI}; they thought thar
i1 would take the country forward to  socialism  becsuze of its
uttaraness and '-_'eu;)],u_t;urai-n‘:f' past (peasant revolutions  in Lhis
early part of the century; nationalization of oil companizz in 1936,
Teday., the PRI has become institulionalized with the svmy and
mass organisations integrated with it Yet, beeause of fhe en=
trenched pogitions, power and prestige of the capitelists and land-
lords (Mesxican capitalists are associated with US. monopolists in
Joining: enterprises and the land has gone hack to tha landlords),
and the relative wealkness of the Communisi Parly, the ailing
party fails to make an anti-imperialist, pro-socialist revolution
g0 as to bring an end to grave poverty (10 per cent at the top
pErng as mich as 50 per cent at the botiom). The PNC has ambi-
tions of becoming the PRI of Guyane. Qurs must be the role to
ensure ihat the revolution does moet stop and eontinuously ads
Vanoes, .
Another exemple iz Bgyol, Pregident Nasgser; who had a firm
mnti-imperialist, pro-socialist orientation forced the Communist
Farty to dishand. Those communists who refused to spree were
jaitled. These whao agreed to liguidate the party were ioecorporzid
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in the only party, the Arab Socialist Union. On Nazser's d&&ﬁh“'
Anwar Sadat took over and moved the Union to the Right, broke
ihe Treaty of Friendshi ip with the Soviet Union and put Epypt on
a cepilelist course. We have alresdy stated that one of his first
actz was 1o jail the communisiz and Ieftisiz, later make a deal (the
Sinai Agreement) with the TS8A and Tsrael for which he was at-
tacked by the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLOY, and sup-
port US imperialist line on Angala,

Tooeombeat the dangers of lguidationism, the Communist Parly
of the USA expailed soon afler World War 1] 1ts General Secre-
tary-Karl Browder and others, for “Browderism”, a rightist devia-
tioni=m which indentified New Deal reformism with revolution.

Political and ideological struggle must go on. We must main-
tain our identity and independence, and continue to play our van-
guard role.

Our criticisms, however, must be principled and not based on
inveclives, name-calling. gossip and slander. Principled, eonstrue-
tive criticism can preparc the way for a political solution.

The Drafl Political Programme of our Party has been cireuala-
ted to all our groups for study. Tomorrow we shall discuss it
[n i, we enalyse the domestic and international situation in the
context of completing the anti-imperialist process and building
the foundations of socialism; show the basic features of this stage
ot develnpment; point out the hasie laws and iendencies of this
period; show what are our main lasks and hew we must solve
ther,

As Guyvana moves more and more apainst imperialism, the
politieal struggle will sharpen. We feel iherefore that the firsi iask
iz o save the nation. We have done our patriofic duty by the
ehange of our political line in order o bring abonot national anti-
imperialist onity. The PNC regime must now discharge its respon-
g hilily towards the same end by removing all obstacles to national
unitv. It mmst end discriminaiion and vielimigsation in all forms
and provide egqual opportunity for all. We must fight for an “egual
apportunily” law and sn independent Commission to administer
the law, and adegquate representation in the service commissions
{Public Service Commission, Police Service Commission, etc) and
Employment Exchanges,

The PRC should stop hiding its head in the zand and being
cotnplacent ahout this, Beferring o emigration, the Prime Minister
[ast month zaid: “Marny of them ran away bhecaunse there wes no
eaquality of c-pportumtv in Guyvana af: that fime; but there was
such opporiunily now.'

Fhis essertion 15 nof borne out by the facts which we hawve
glready referred to from the recent article in the “Sunday Chron-
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icle” (477763 by Dr. Fred Sookdeo. :

Guyanese must be united not only for the direct defense af {he
nation, buil alzo for the building of a sound economy, also meces-
sary for detence,

Fatriolic and popular armed forces must be buill up. In this
regard, we call for a genuine people’s militin, not a PNC militia,
The establishment of soch a militéy in every cily bloe, village,
sugar estate and settlement, s the acid test of the genuineness
of the FNC's claim te being revolutionary, anli-imperialist and
“soeialist. &

AL the same time, it iz our duly o develop the patriatic,
internationalist and ideological consciousness of the masses,

We must work assidiously for the establishmernt of a broad, !

popular, national- revolutionary aocialist-oriented democracy. Thiz
must be amn allinnce of workers, farmers, progressive small busi-
nessrmen and the intelligentsia, under the leadership of the working
clazs, 7

Cur Farty must sxpand our work among all categories of
workers, Large numbers of workers are still unorganised and are
subjected to severe exploitation. We must ensure that they become
unionized.

And our Party must zim at establishing itself in factories,
stores and other work-places. This 13 a vital necessity if the work-
ing class iz to discharge its revolutionary duty through its ven-
guard, the FPP,

At the same time, we must fight for the unity and independ-
coce of the trade anion movement. Because of the machinations of
imperialism, the unity achieved in the sarly 19590's was destroyed.
The movement became emasculatsd and controlled by the CIA
for eounter-revolptionary purposes, Today, with GAWU in the
TUC, and with she help of other progressive unions, we must sirig-
gle to Keep the movement free from political domination by the
FNC, Elements of the TUC have shown progrezzive tendencies re-
cently, and it is they who, supporied by like-minded progressive
uninns, must ensure that the parent body once again becomes af-
filiated to the World Federation of Trade Unions, and takes a defi-
nite revolulionaty coubss,

Onr Parly also has an imporlant role to ploy in re-orienting
the workers who [ell under the reéactionary influence of the CIA,
the AIFLD, ICFTU and ORIT. Lenin pointed out that “without re!
volutionary theory, there can be no revelulionary movement.”
We must fully discharge this responsibility so thal the trade unions
as the most important of the mass organizations can play their
rolee in removing all traces of imperialist influence, improving
living standards and creating the pre-requisites for building the
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foundations of socialism;

- : T o,
We must also sirengthen the alliance of the farmers and th:' .

revalutionary working class, The farmors have o gregt vevolution.

ary potential: they are being pauperised by high eost inputs, op-
pressive lacdlovdism and an unsympathetic povernment. As 4 re-
sult, Targe numbers, estimatid to be 25000, are migrating snnuoally
from the eountryside to the city, A close link must he developed
between the Guysns Agricultuzal and General Workers ™nion
(GAWL), Guyana Rice Produvers’ Association (GRPA), Guvans
Agricaltural Producers’ Association {GAFPA) and the Guvana Cane
Farmers' Association (GCFA) for coordination and solidarity
for mutunl beneliis.

We must work with the progressive sections of small bosifiess-
men, intelligentsia and the Clergy. And ahove all, we must worl:
in a principled manner for broad left unity while al the same
lime fighting againsl sectarian and epportunist tendencies, both of
the Kight and the “Left". We must fight to isolale the right and tn
strengthenr the lefi frend of the PNC leadership. We muost waork
with the revolutionary seelion of the Working People's Aliancr,
and fight against the “nltra-left" section, which by its unprinepled
attacks against us, aid imperialism and the PNC ripht-wing.

The fighl for democratic liberties and righls is an esszntial
part of the strugele for socialism. Without democracy, socialism
cannot be built. Nor can the nalion be successfully defended with-
out the peeple’s involvement at all levels,

We must fight for, respect for, and observance of, the Funda-
menial - Rights laid down in the Constitution: abandonment of
bureaucratic - adminisirative, police-military coercive methods of
political slruggle and substitation of peaceful, demberatic methods:
sepavation of party, state and mass organisations, and the rejection
of an authoritavian one-partye state: cessation-of harassment and
vietimisation of memberss and supporters of our Party, and removal
of &l obstacles to its normal demoscratio funct '||;|r_|j|'|g; r(-gq_:g]gni_tj'_',.q
of trialy representative mass organisations (worloors, farmers, soeial,
cultural, religious, professional, sporls ete). We must immediately
mount a campaign for free and fair elections this vear at the foeal
government level and for more power through  devolution and
decentralisation tol town, disteict and regional councils.

A socialist soclely cannmot be built without an independent
dynamie economy. We must fight for a complete breakaway from
the "Western models™ of economie planning o a revalulionsry,
socialist-ariented model based on {he elimication of the remaining
foreizn-owned and -cantrolled seclors of the economy, expansion of
the state snd cooperative seclors, cenlral planning with emphasis
simultaneously on industry and agriculivre and close links with
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' the socialist countries.
Workers, and whernver applicable, farmers, must excn:!.sr_- col-

frol in all cnterprises

The people’s need for land must be mel. A comprehensive,
revolutionary land reform must be carried oul, ensuring that ra-
pacious landlordism s wiped out, and the land is given Lo lhe
tillers.

OurParty must fight to ensure that our people's social aspira-
{icns are met. that unemployment 14 speedily brought to an end,
and uniil such time s this is accomplished, unemployment relief
must be granted.

We must make sure that medical eare s made available to all,
that the workers’ standard of living is constantly improving. Our
ald people have g right to live in peace in their old age. The Means
Test must be abolished, pensions raised and age limit reduced.

There iz great Toom for improvement in the administration of
justice. Our Party must ensure that there is an efficient, im’ii:penm
ent and fair system of justice.

Many people are being misled about Marzism and religion.
Dur Party like all communist partics is opposed 1o religious idea-
lism. But i does not, and will not, make L'L-ligi_u_'un an urgent or cen-
tral issue. And we advocate that the state should be neutral io
religion and guarantes freedom of religion.

We must work fora progressive, people's culture at the prass-
roots clevel.

Lasl year was International Women's Yi;ur. Wany declarations
and pronouncements were made m favour of women. We must
ansure that they are implemented, thal there 1s real equality be-
tween man and woman, And mothers and children must be pro-
tected.

The Amerindians have been neglected. Our Party must see 1o
it thot provision is made for their accelerated development so that
they can play their role in the building of a ffee, independent,
socialist-oriented and prosperous Guyana.

We must maintain, strengthen and expand our links! seith
communist and workers' parties, and revolulionary-demderatic
mevements and parties all over the world. We will asSidivously
work for the unity of the Communist and Workers Mowcment,
recognising it as a great source of strength for the exploited and
oppressed everywhere:

Sinee our last Congress, many comrades, most prominent
among them Paul Robeson and Marshall Grekho, have passed away.
Their deaths aie geeat losses for Lthe cause of national and soeial
liberation. We salute them and pay a tribute to their g‘reat contri-
buticns.

i)

“and dungeons, We must exert more solidarity campaigns for ?t_

CENTRAL COMMITTEE REPORT

Thouzands of political prisoners are still held in fascist pr

relezse:

Our struggles havd now anadditional dimension: We have re-
enteved Parlimment, and shall utilize it in a revolualionary manner,
1t iz important to note that, while after the 1973 elections, salavies
af Moembears of Parliament, Ministers, the Speaker and others had
beon raized lantastically, and recent defectors are riding in posh
cars with body-puards, our M.P's have assigned. their salaries to
the Farty. and {]"{bUI sements are bei ing made to them as the Party
had decided.

Favourable conditions are developing., So far as our vangnard
Barly is concerned, the interests of the imperialists; the P.N.C.
right, - wing, the rightisls and ullrs - leftists coincide; they mova
from different direciions, but they all have cne common ann—ihic
Iguidation of the PPP. In Lhis sinister objective, they wiii mot
sucesed,

Uur Youth, constilutling a tremendous Teserve, are our zhock
forces on all the battle-fronts of Guyana. Together with the work-
ers and farmers, they have scored significani vietories, As one
journelfhatin America”, recently noted: “Jagan used to say in
the fifties and sixties that he was in office but not.in power. He
could now claim that through his dogged influende and opposition
and Burnham's need for natienal unity, he is Tinally in power but
not in office.™ b,

We must now fight for office and power. From a principled
Marx:st-Leninist position, let us advance to revolutiongry-demuo-
cracy and socialism.

Long Live Anti-Tmperialist Unity!
Lopng Live Socialism!

Long Live Proletavian Internationalism!
Long Live The FFPP!

i Copyright © Nadira Jagan-Brancier 2000
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Seientitic Socialish

By CEnton Cnllvrn-urc and Cheddi Jagan
A COLLECTION OF ARTICLES
FORMERLYPUDLISEREILI>® IN THE

MIRRO IR
Price 50c,

Lhe stragele for a
Socinlist Guyana

by Dr. Cheddl Jagan
A beyoxklet analysing the P.N.C. policles and osot'ining the

M=arxist - Leninist sclutlons 7o the prablems of Guyana.
FRICE 40¢c.

West on "I'rial

Pedoswe in plpﬂbﬂck — Cheddi Jn-an': brillim: book
on the struggle of the
FEOPLE'S PROGIESSIVIE FPARTY

PRICE $4.00

MICHAEL FORDE BOOKSHOP

fl. MRobk Street, Geergetown, Guyana, Telephone—720056
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